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Make sure you read the Figure 8. Our Spring meeting is April 21 . We can
learn much from our presenter Mike Shadrack, not only about hostas but also
about getting the best from your photographic equipment when photographing
hostas and other plants.

st

Also, check out all the garden centers, nurseries, florists and greenhouses
that advertise in our Figure 8. They are keeping the cost of the Figure 8 down
for all of us and will welcome our visit.

Annette

As we go forward, spring means blooms in our gardens but it also means
blooming our garden clubs; concentrate this 2022 on education. Besides our love
of gardening, increase our interest in the community and develop a strong
commitment to the environment. Preserve and conserve our natural resources. Be
part of your club's plans. Let us each do our part.

Spring is the time for making a fresh start. With
plans for the year ahead in our gardens forming vividly
in our minds, we stare out over our sleeping beds, trying
to remember all the things we meant to make note of last
summer and dreaming of exciting new developments.
We may not always follow through on these grand plans
made on dark winter days, as we scour plant catalogs
and enticing garden images, but the very act of
reassessing our growing spaces can be a valuable and
enjoyable exercise.

I hope to see you, if not at one of our district events or at one of our
advertisers' gardens, then maybe at your garden clubs plant sale. Let me know
when it is.

Now is also the time to give some thought to our summer flower show at the
ERIE County Fair. The schedule is posted on the District Website:
gardenclubsofwny.com. Contact Debbie Braun to sign up: dlfb2@msn.com by
April 18 , or phone her at 716-462-3659. (Email is preferred)

th

Director’s Message
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TIP of the HAT with THANKS & APPRECIATION
From Annette Kuhn to :

Mary Brummer for a great presentation at the Winter Board Meeting

Nancy Kalieta for organizing and presenting the NGC Environmental
schools

Evelyn Mietlowski and Kathy Massing for a fantastic Flower
Show at PLANTASIA

Anne Dyet and Melissa Marcus for organizing and presenting the
Gardening Schools

Babbidean Huber for volunteering to chair the Nomination Committee to
choose our next district director and board
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12:00 Noon Lunch

LUNCH MENU
Choice of turkey, tuna, or ham sub

Potato chips, fruit, cookie, and water

with current guidelines
Note: Face Masks and Social distancing in accordance

Fashion Show:

11:00 AM Fashion Show & Games

Independence Day Patriotic outfit:
Include the colors red, white, and blue.  Prizes will be awarded

Cost $16

10:00 AM Business Meeting

Eighth District

summer board MEETING & Luncheon

Thursday, July 14 , 2022
th

THE AMHERST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
151 Youngs Road Williamsville, NY  14221

July 14 , 2022 Meeting and Luncheon
th

3. Forward check and information to: Annette Kuhn

Club Name: ________________________________

Registration Form

Club President: _____________________________

Registration Deadline is June 24 , 2022
th

2. List names of all members attending and their menu
choices

Number attending: _____

315 Woodland Drive, Buffalo, NY 14223 Phone: 716-913-1179

1. Make one check from each club payable to “District
VIII FGCNYS”
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Yearbooks
May 15

th
is the deadline to submit four copies of your club yearbook to

for judging in the district and possibly the state.  Check the district website for
information.

108 Hickory Hill Rd. Apt B., Williamsville,  NY 14221-2540
Kathy Massing

For any questions, email her at kathysgarden155@gmail.com
or call 716-689-2084.
Remember to send a copy to Annette, District Director, your section chair and
Linda Blyth, Figure 8 Editor.

Kathy Massing, Chair
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Trinkets and frou-frous
and tchotchkes, OH MY!

There was a garden featured recently in an online website where there was a
huge Asian face flanked by large storks placed in the middle of a front yard…
hardly any plants of notice and I thought… why? What is this all about? Maybe it's
just not my thing, but I was totally bewildered.

�Pick a theme: angels, gnomes, Asian/Japanese, farmyard

�Avoid mixing styles! Angels and cows and gnomes just don't get along.

�Don't overdo it unless your aim is to create a statuary park.

Here are some suggestions for adding ornaments to your garden:

plants.

�Consider grouping smaller objects, not just one little guy here another little

Are your garden decorations an enhancement or a distraction? I have visited
some gardens where there were so many knickknacks that I hardly noticed the
plants. I was confused by a lack of continuity, and I asked myself, is there a theme
or a message? And if so, what the heck is it?

guy there.

�Let a large object speak for itself.

�And remember… it's a garden and a garden should feature PLANTS!  Let
your plants be the stars and any decorations be the supporting players.

Two Reminders
Don't forget to invite Annette Kuhn,our District Director,to a meeting or event;

she would love to get to know you and see what your club does.
Remember to bring $10 cash or check to the spring luncheon/meeting on April

21 to buy the book written by Matt Taylor, our Figure 8 printer.
(see editor's article in January-March edition) He will be glad to sign your copy.

st
Levies of Devotion

�Let beautiful containers speak for themselves and add some eye-catching

From the Editor’s
DESK

Linda
Blyth

by
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Soon the weather will become warmer, and Spring will arrive.  I
observed my bulbs beginning their push up through the soil in my garden.
We will soon be looking for our migrating robins and songbirds to settle in
our neighborhoods. During the winter, most of us were reading garden
catalogues and planning additions to our gardens.  I have noticed more
articles, in various books and magazines, encouraging people to plant native
plants. Tammy Painter, in , reminds us that planting native
berry-producing trees and shrubs will attract  birds to our property.  Many
birds eat both insects and berries/fruit at different times of the year.  Robins,
thrushes, bluebirds, waxwings, warblers, orioles, towhees and other birds eat
insects and feed their young during spring and summer and eat fruit and
berries later in the year to bulk up and put on weight.  From Painter's article
and other readings, I have included many native berry-producing trees and
shrubs that grow well in zones 5-6.  If you wish to enjoy the berries, protect
them with netting or the birds will find and eat them.

Horticulture

(Amelanchies species)Serviceberry

Viburnum species (many varieties available)

Requires male and female bushes.

Dogwood (Cornuskousa) and other species

(Amelanchier canadensis)Juneberry
(Prunas virginianus)Chokeberry

There are many more natives berry-producing plants and very good
resource for birds and native plant connection is:  the Audubon Society.  Go
to Audubon.org /native plants. Type in your zip code and the bird(s) you
wish to attract to your yard or garden. Another national Native Plant
Directory is PLANT NATIVE at plantnative.org.  Enjoy planting the
“NATIVES” and enjoy the many BIRDS!

(Juneperus virginiana)Eastern red cedar

Holly (Ilex verticillata) and varieties.

(Crataegus phaenopyrum)Washington Hawthorn

(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi)Kinnikinnick or Bearberry
a rugged berry-producing groundcover which is slow to rot
and provides winter food)

and other types of berries
Highbush blueberry (Vacciniucorymbosum)

(Sambucus canadensis)Elderberry

(Ribes aureum) Eastern yellow currantsCurrants

&Birds,Bees,Bugs
Butterflies

by: Marilee M. Farry, Chair



 
KKenmore Garden Club  

PLANT SALE 
 

ANNUALS, PERENNIALS, HERBS,  
VEGETABLES, HANGING BASKETS 

 
 

 Friday, May 20th   
9AM - 5 PM 

 

Saturday, May 21st   
9 AM - 2 PM 

 
 

939 Delaware Road   CASH OR CHECK ONLY 
    Town of  Tonawanda     (Between Sheridan & Brighton) 
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2023  Vision of Beauty Calendars

Orchard Park, New York  14127

Name of Garden Club

Creative designs as shown in the Calendar are judged and chosen for publication
by National Garden Clubs, Inc. as submitted by Garden Clubs across the country. As
you plan your day you can enjoy the beautiful designs, or perhaps gain inspiration to
create your own unique design.

Name of Club Contact Person

Mail form and Club check  payable to DISTRICT VIII FGCNYS, INC.

Address

41 Lakewood Drive

THE CALENDARS WILL BE READY FOR PICK-UP AT THE FALL
LUNCHEON. THANK YOU.

PREPAID ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN THROUGH JUNE 30TH, 2022.
COST IS $6.00 PER CALENDAR.

2023 Vision of Beauty Calendar

PLEASE USE THE ORDER FORM BELOW WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER.

Orders are now being taken for the 2023 Vision of Beauty Calendar. The
Calendar is an annual publication of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Phone e-mail

c/o Diana Szczepanski

For more information, please contact Diana Szczepanski at ebronmt@aol.com
or at (716)674-8970.

Diana Szczepanski, Chair
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See our large selection of gardening supplies

We specialize in Foliage, Herbs and Cacti

Spectacular Display of Annuals, Perennials,
Herbs, Vegetable Plants & Hanging Baskets

“Fresh from our Greenhouses”

Growers of Flowering, Bedding
& Foliage Plants

(716) 822-9298
Open Year Round

2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca (Gardenville), NY 14224

Since the colony doesn't live through
the winter, they don't have to store
honey like honeybees. Workers fly over
a mile from their colony to get food.
They usually carry 25% of their body
weight in pollen and nectar but some
have known to carry over 70%!

They are the only native bees in
North America to live in social groups.
Bumblebee colonies of 50 – 500 like

cozy living
and nest in
cavities like
dead trees and
unused nests but prefer abandoned
rodent holes because they're warm and
already lined with fur. The colony only
lives for one year, dying off before
winter. New queens are hatched in the
fall and survive underground all winter
to start a new colony in the spring.Bumblebees are generalists

harvesting from many flowers at the
same time and for this reason are one of
the best pollinators for wildflowers and
agriculture. They leave a scent on each
flower they pollinate as a message to
other bumblebees that the flower has
already been visited. How efficient!

Bumblebees (bombus) are amazing
little critters that are one of the best
pollinators we can welcome into out
Gardens. They are easily identified by
their large yellow and black fuzzy
bodies. As they buzz their hairs vibrate
and spread more pollen. Their fuzzy
covering also enables them to begin
harvesting in early spring and into late
fall.

Bumblebees are fun to watch and
rarely sting unless provoked. Never
kill a bumblebee as we need them!!

Bumblebees, the Amazing Gentle Giants

Lyn Chimera,
Lessons From NatureArboriculture
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Life Membership
SUMMER LUNCHEON

Thursday, July 21 , 2022
st

595 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, NY 14202
11:30 am Arrival • 12:00 noon Luncheon

Cost $35

In the Garden of the Twentieth Century Club

Address: _____________________________________________________

Williamsville , NY 14221

1. Board the Hop on - Hop off bus and tour the open gardens of Garden
Walk Buffalo. The bus will return to TCC parking lot to pick up your car.
Cost for bus $20

After Lunch you have several options:

--------------------------------- -Reservation Form ----------------------------------
--- Reservation Deadline : June 30, 2022

2. Stay in TCC neighborhood and visit the T.R. Site two doors away.

Dianne Sippel

3. Sit back and enjoy the 98-year-old walled garden and/or tour the 127-
year-old club...the second oldest women's club in the US.

Strawberry Soup • Summer Salad w/Chicken (or a Vegan Summer Salad)

Garden Club__________________________________________________

Mail form and $35.00 check payable to Dianne Sippel

Menu

Fresh Summer Dessert • Rolls/Butter Tea/Coffee

EMAIL______________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________Phone____________________

1175 Youngs Rd Apt A

Your one-time donation of $100.00 goes toward the FSCNYS membership
fund. This Life Membership fund supports and maintains scholarship awards,
citations as well as horticulture, design, conservation and landscape projects

and education. Applications are available from the FGCNYS website and
I will have them at the 8th District Meeting April 21,2022

jolainehoughton1@yahoo.com

Please feel free to contact me with questions.

Now is the time to think about

a Life Membership.

Jolaine Houghton (Chair)

(716)432-3319
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The New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation summer camps
will open for the 2022 season.
Alex Friedman, a junior from
Lancaster High School, was
selected for the FGCNYS DEC
scholarship.  He is planning to
attend Camp Rushford.

District VIII continues to
offer a $1,000
stipend/scholarship to a
graduating high school senior
who will enter college in the
fall of 2022.  Candidates who
major in Agriculture, Botany,
Conservation, Environmental
Science, Forestry, Horticulture,
Land Management, Landscape
Design, Wildlife Science or a
related field are eligible.
Letters have been sent to 136
high school guidance
counselors in Allegany,
Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie
and Niagara counties asking
their assistance in informing
qualified students.  Full
information is available on the
District web site.

I would like to thank this
year's judging panel:  Catherine
Barthel, Smallwood Garden
Club, Lila Diederich, Kenmore
Garden Club, Ann Posner,
Smallwood Garden Club.
Thank you, also, to Susan
Loughran for the many updates
to the scholarship application
on the web site.

to see what is needed...i.e.

underwear, center pieces for

their dining table, etc. Your club

can order on-line or send me an

e-mail - droman13@verizon.net.

I can help make this happen.

Log onto

www.buffalocitymission.org

Women Help Women.
Cornerstone mothers need our
garden club smiles and our
garden club support.

Cornerstone Manor, a Buffalo
City Mission's Women and
Children's Shelter, is a place
that provides a safe haven for
women and moms with
children so they can have the
opportunity to transition
safely and successfully
through the Mission's
program, into joy so hope for
a better tomorrow can begin.

CAN YOUR CLUB HELP

MAKE A WOMAN/MOTHER

(LIKE YOU and ME) MAKE

THAT HAPPEN?

Dorothy Romanczuk, Chair
Cornerstone ManorJody Bailey, Chair

Scholarship
Report
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The Botanical Gardens

Learn more at 
716-827-1584 - buffalogardens.com

Western New York Iris Society 
Julia Reinstein Library -1030  Losson Rd. Cheektowaga 

   Sunday - April 3, 1:30 PM
  Components to Interpret a Themed Iris Flower Design 

    Sunday - May 1, 1:30 PM
           Preparing iris for the Show Bench 
     Saturday - June 4, 1-4 PM
                             Annual Iris Show 

                  Saturday, August 13, 2022

Annual Iris Sale -  TB’s, SDB’s, MTB’s,     
Japanese, Siberians, Louisiana and more! 
                         with Hosta and Daylily Societies 
             Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Garden       

2655 South Park Avenue Buffalo NY 
              9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

                    Western New York Iris Society (FREE..NO Dues) 
   American Iris Society is offering (1)Year (Free) Membership

($30.00 offer)  Contact Marilee @ 716-668-1789
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by Debbie Braun and Monica Hansen, Fair Superintendents

If you would like more information on openings or the outdoor garden, please
email Debbie Braun at dlfb2@msn.com (preferred) or (716) 462-3659.

The Erie County Fair NGC Standard Flower Show and Horticulture Specialty
Show will be held from August 10 - August 21 this year. The theme of the show
is . All Club Presidents were mailed copies of the
schedule in February. The full schedule is also available on the District website,
gardenclubsofwny.com. We will be doing the sign ups the way we did them last
year.  If someone would like one or more of the classes, please have them email
me at dlfb2@msn.com by

th st

“Broadway Dreamin'”

April 18
th.

.  I will need their name, contact information
(email/phone), garden club and the section(s)/class(es) they are interested in.
They also could call me at (716) 462-3659, though email is preferred.

We are looking for one more club to take on an outdoor garden.  It is lots of fun
and an easy way to make money for your club (minimum $700, maximum $1000).

All entries for the Flower Show will need a reservation and must be registered
online. The registration information is available at ecfair.org on All
entries from your club can be registered on the same form. The online entry
deadline is .

June 1 .
st

July 15
th

On April 18 , I will be filling the classes based on the requests from the
clubs/individuals.  If there are more than four people interested in a class, I will
randomly pick the names to fill that class.  I will notify the club(s)/individual(s)
by email that day as to what class(es) they got.

th

Do you like to iron? We are looking for a few people to on
Friday, August 5 .  Should be a few hours of work and would be most
appreciated!

iron tablecloths
th

Would you like to make a few extra $$$ dollars this summer? We have paid
openings for workers at the Erie County Fair. We are looking for classification
runners clerks(Monday, August 8th) for judging day (Tuesday, August 9th),
and throughout the fair (Wednesday, August 10th– Sunday, August
21st).  Minimum wage is paid plus you get free admission/parking to the fair!
You can work as little or as much as you would like!  If you work 7 days or more
(counting the days before the fair) you get a free 12-day admission and parking
pass! These positions are open to non-garden club members as well, so ask your
family or friends and have fun at the fair!

,
workers

This year we will be having a ” with different plants and
educational materials for the fair patrons.  It would involve purchasing the
plants, composing a short educational flyer, bringing the plants to the fair, and
setting up the table on August 8th. All expenses will be reimbursed so please
save your receipts.

hands-on “touch table

Spread the word!  If you would like more information, please contact Debbie
Braun at dlfb2@msn.com (preferred) or (716) 462-3659.

HELP WANTED Erie County Fair Flower Show!for the



Centerpiece Left Access more pictures: https://www.gardenclub

Wherever you go, no matter what the weath
~Anthony J. D'Angelo, The College Blue Book, 1995, collegiat

Happy 75th Anniversary to the Cheektowaga Garden Club! Look at all these happy 
members. What a marvelous table! Are those hearts all cakes? And look.. 
Chocolate cookies!                       Photo submi ed by: Eileen Beiter, co– President 

Please share your club’s comings and goings with other District 
Members.  Bring a camera (or for the more modern Milly,  your 
cell phone)  to your next mee ng. Every club has something to 
share. It’s easy send your pictures, with proper ID* for cap ons, 
to bobpope5@hotmail.com. *To help me write the cap ons jsut 
answer these ques ons: Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
And if applicable: How? Please include photo credit.  
 

Your next Figure 8 deadline is the week of  May 23.  
 

For the upcoming July, August, September issue consider 
sending all your community garden snaps, special field trips, 
plant sales, informal shots of members enjoying mee ngs. Every 
garden club is a hive of ac vity. Send your smiles along for us all 
to enjoy.  
 

just



Centerpiece Right sofwny.com/figure-eight 

 her, always bring your own  
e-empowerment.org  

! 

The masks are down!  
Celebra ng good health 
and good company during 
fes vi es at The Columns 
are these Hamburg 
Garden Club members: (L 
to R) 
Dorothy Romanczuk, 
Karen Rathmann, and 
Kathy Smolinski.  
 

Looking forward to sunny 
days. CHEERS! 
 
 
 

Photo submi ed by 
Dorothy Romanczuk 

Kenmore Garden Club 
members Linda Blyth, 

Editor of Figure 8 and co-
President of KGC, and 

our own District Director 
Anne e Kuhn brought 

their Sunshine to a 
themed holiday 

celebra on: I’ll be 
Gnome for Christmas. 

Each member received 
their choice of garden 
gnome as a favor. See 

photo Centerpiece  Le .   
Charming indeed. 

 

Photos submi ed by: 
Linda Blyth  
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Ken-Sheriton GC (Therese Malchiore, President)  Our Club is meeting in
person again and it feels great! The April meeting, we will have a seed starting
workshop for plants to be transplanted in May. We will also begin the planning
for the Erie County Fair Project. Weather permitting, a field trip to the

Erie I Melissa Marcus, Section Chair
Cinderella Isle GC (Club Contact: Pat Fabin) An Installation Banquet will be
held in April. In May, the garden at the Grand Island Library will be planted. A
program “Meatballs, Volcanoes and other Gardening Malpractices” will be
presented by Master Gardener & Club member Peggy Koppmann at the May
meeting. The June meeting will feature a White Elephant Event
East Park CG (President Rose Mary Madejski) The Officer's Installation
Dinner and a program on Photography will take place at the April meeting. A
plant sale will be held on May 14 at the Town Commons Gazebo, 2255
Baseline Road, Grand Island from 9 am to 3 pm. A June field trip is planned.
Members will plant and maintain the gardens at Sidway School.

Erie II
Kenmore GC (Julie Furminger, New President) Kathy Massing, NGC
Accredited Judge, will present a program, "What's New Pussycat" on new
creative floral designs at our April meeting.  In May, Club member Joan Heath
will present a program on "Having Fun With Herbs".  Our Annual Plant Sale
will be held at the home of Linda Blyth.  (See more information in this "Figure
8")  June brings "Strut Your Stuff", 20s,30s,40s Tea Party.  Members will be
asked to wear historical attire.
GC of the Tonawandas (Cathi Ullenbruch, President)  On April 23rd,
members will clean up the grounds around the outside of the Benjamin Long
historic homestead as part of the NYS Parks and Trails 2022 Canal Clean
Sweep. As we have done for 20 plus years, in May we will plant red geraniums
in the gardens around the Historical Museum of the City of Tonawanda, one of
the main entrances into the City of Tonawanda.  Members also commit to
maintaining these gardens throughout the summer.  Our annual plant sale will
take place on June 4th. This sale takes place in conjunction with the City of
Tonawanda "Weekend on the Niagara". We sell perennials from our own
gardens and heirloom tomatoes grown from seed by one of our members and
her husband. A customer favorite, these sell fast.  (See details in this "Figure 8")

Club activities for April, May, and June 2022
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Hamburg GC (Co-Presidents Paula Gober & New Jan Evert) Meeting 2
Wednesday10 a.m.April's Installation Brunch at The Cloverbank Country
Club celebrates “New Beginnings”.  May is Lori Caso of Waste Management
explaining the right way to recycle.  Blue Star Memorial wreath will be hung.
June is a garden walk with Stan Swisher at his lakeside test gardens. A merry-
go-round ride at Canalside  with Kathy Kwiatowski, a Bowmansville garden
club member who helped in the ride's restoration tops the day.

nd

lakeshore is planned to gather driftwood for future Floral Design projects.
May is planning time for our Community Gardens and as the weather warms
up later in the month—we will be planting the Winter Sowing started in
February.  Excursions to local nurseries throughout the month! May 27-28
we hope to take advantage of the Master Gardener Plant Sale.  June we will
be planting furiously in community gardens, visiting other Club Plant Sales
and looking ahead to the next three months.

th

Erie III Dorothy Romanczuk, Section Chair
Eden Garden Study (Co-President Sue Eye & Marlene Sullivan)  Meeting:
2nd Thursday-7:00 pm April's meeting features Master Gardener Lyn
Chimera talking about Spring Garden Maintenance.  May 17 is their Plant
Sale at the Eden Farmer's Market.  Jennifer Reid will talk in June about
creating a certified butterfly garden. Club maintains the Eden Chamber
Garden and Blue Star Memorial.

th

Evans GC (President Miriam Oster) Meets 2 Tuesday-7:00pm
nd

April's
Installation will be at the West End to celebrate the upcoming year. Their
annual plant auction along with their famous boutique will be held on May 7
at the Evans Fire Hall.  In June, a house plant workshop will be held at The
Kwilos Farm with Emily Kwilos.

th

Forest Stream GC (Sue Goeckel & Liza Mitchell, Co-Presidents)

at margot.akers@gmail.com no later than May 10. This fundraiser

For our
April meeting, we look forward to a presentation by The Rose Society of
WNY.  On May 21 , at 11:00 A.M., we will be holding a Fashion Show and
Luncheon, “Through the Garden Gate, a Summer Breeze” at the Fairdale
Banquet Center, 672 Werhle Dr., Cheektowaga, NY 14225. A plant sale and
theme basket raffle will be included.   For more information contact Margot
Akers
supports community projects that include the Historic Meeting House
Gardens in Williamsville and decorating for the Victorian Christmas at the
Theodore Roosevelt inaugural Site. A June 2022 program has not been
planned at this time.

st

Hamburg House & Garden (President Sue Van Tine) meets 4 Tuesday-
7:00pmInstallation of officers will be in April. May's program features a
speaker from Reinstein Woods on “The Four Seasons of the Woods”.

th

Erie IV Shelly Gerovac, Section Chair
Smallwood GC (Mary Teresa Platt, New President) The Smallwood Garden
Club floats like a butterfly and stings like a bee!!!  Our next member meeting
focuses on Butterflies, and the part we each can play in their life cycle!  It
does sting a bit to say farewell to our current Board of elected officers and
committee chairs that have kept us buzzing these past  two years, but we will
be carried on the wind with our new board!

continues on next page

Around the District, continued from previous page
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Amherst GC (Ruth Barone and Sandra Moesh, New Co-Presidents) The speaker
for our April meeting will be Patrick Lucey from the Town of Amherst, talking
about recycling.  May is our perennial plant exchange.  In June, we will be getting
together at the Harlem Road Community Shelter for a potluck lunch and maybe
some arts and crafts for our gardens.

Countryside GC (LuAnn Burghardt, President) April - will be Installation of
Officers and celebration with a Potluck Luncheon. - they'll travel to
Highland Park, Rochester for the Lilac Festival and have lunch at an area
restaurant. Also on May 21st is their Giant Perennial Sale. All are welcome from

May

Cheektowaga GC (Cindy Zaborowski and Eileen Beiter, Co-Presidents) In April
They will be helping the Maryvale Drive Presbyterian Church plant a community
garden. The church wants raised beds and may enlist the help of Eagle Scouts.   In
May, they will start working in the gardens at the libraries.  June is devoted to
making a project for members' gardens. Also, they have a great civic
beautification project consisting of large flower pots placed throughout the town.
Members give of their time and energy in tending these flower pots.

Amana GC (Janice Frasier, President) April - meeting will be a house plant
clinic. Members will bring in their house plants that are struggling and our
resident plant expert, Dr. Connie Trawinski, will advise the treatment. - is our
annual plant and container auction. - program will be a demonstration and
workshop featuring Asian style designs.

May
June

May 13 we meet and the project will be Glass Art Garden Flowers, a craft led by
2nd V.P., Lynn Williams. June 4 is our annual Plant Sale at Burchfield Nature
Preserve, on Union Rd. from 10-2PM.
Town & Country GC (Joy Sarkesian, President) April brings new officers who will
be installed by Nancy Kalieta followed by a luncheon. Nancy will also give a
PowerPoint program on “The Language of Flowers” at the May meeting after which
the flowers ordered from Henry’s Nursery will be distributed. There will be a
program on landscaping in June.

Lancaster GC (Milissa Jurewicz, President) Programs are being planned at this
time. The Annual Plant Sale will be on Saturday, June 4th from 10am-3pm at the
Lancaster Senior Center, 100 Oxford Lane, Lancaster.  Come and join us!

Erie V Carol Ottaviani, Section Chair

South Town Gardeners (President, Linda Meissner) April 8, we will have our
regular meeting at the West Seneca Sr. Center and make Nesting Balls with
materials the birds can use for building, led by 1st V.P., Mary Potter.

Erie VI Esther Kopp, Section Chair

Bowmansville GC (Exec. Board: Judy Visco, Judy Cavagnaro, and Michelle
Smith) In April we will be meeting at the Bowmansville Fire Hall . We have
Master Gardener, Carol Ann Harlos,  presenting a talk entitled " I can't do this
anymore but..."  She will present alternatives to standard gardening such as
hydroponics, downsizing gardens, grow lights. In May our guest speaker is Master
Gardener, Peggy Koppmann.  Her talk is entitled " Meatballs, Volcanoes, and
other Gardening Malpractices"  In June we will travel to The Lord's Garden in
Eden, NY.  Owner, Mary Jane Bolo will entertain us with a tour of the gardens and
shop, a tea and a talk about George Washington.

Around the District, continued from previous page

continues on next page



Page 19www.gardenclubsofwny.comApril - June 2022

9am to noon at the corner of Bowen and Rice in Elma.  Great prices on perennials
from club member's gardens. - will be a presentation on the propagation and
care of succulents by Mackenzie Schuler, a houseplant specialist from Lockwood's
Greenhouse. They'll make a succulent dish garden which will be their horticultural
project for the year.

June

East Aurora GC (Lorene Britton, President) April - Living Floral
Designs” will be a Lecture and demonstration by Katherine Pessecow, owner of
Living Floral Designs and director of WNY Trash Mob. It will show the use and
principals of Ikebana and floral design to create framed and open-air living floral
arrangements. A Field trip and Picnic Lunch “Experience the Birds at Knox
Farm State Park During Spring Migration” by taking a walk with Brad Felton, an
East Aurora bird expert. A camera and binoculars for the walk would be helpful.
Also in May, the Annual Perennial Plant Sale will be held Saturday, May 28th from
8:00 AM – 12:00 Noon at the Aurora Village Shopping Center/Grey Street Plaza
between TJ Maxx and Pet-smart. - “How to Make a Kokedama
(Moss Ball)” A demonstration by Esther Kopp, East Aurora Garden Club member.
Kokedama is a Japanese form of garden art.

May -

June

Program, “

Program

Holland GC (Tammy Schmidt, President) April -  Design workshop by members
in preparation for our May 13 & 14 flower show, "Songs of the 60's". - Lyn
Chimera will present her "Container Gardening" program. - Linda Blyth will
share her vast knowledge with us with her program "Creating a Memorable Garden-
Do's and Don'ts"

May
June

Orchard Park GC (Mary Ann Agnello, New President) Program, “Iron
Chef Flower Design Style”. Members will create interesting

April

and beautiful floral designs in competition on the spot. Program, “Interactive
Horticulture” with Gale Seereiter, FGCNYS Horticultural Judge and Wendy
Zebehazy, award winning Flower Show participant. They will present cut flower
and specimen judging with Interactive Horticulture. Members will bring specimens
including Spring Bulbs and Flowering Branches for judging. Accredited Judges are
Sue Suchak, Mary Brummer and Karen Braun. Prizes and ribbons will be awarded.
Program followed by Plant Sale Preparation. : Program, Scholarship Recipient
Presentations. Memorial scholarship recipients from prior years will give a talk to
the membership regarding their college studies and experiences. Also, Members
exchange perennial plants from their gardens, including common plant name and
growing instructions.

May:

June

Niagara I Barbara Stafford, Section Chair
Lewiston GC (President Sharon Low)

www.lewistongardenfest.com.

In April, Lewiston GC will join the
Youngstown GC for a special potluck supper meeting at 6:00 pm at the Messiah
Lutheran Church in Lewiston. May brings Lewiston's annual Planting Day, when
members clean up and plant annual beds and containers at Hennepin Park, the
Lewiston Historical Museum, and the Library. Also on May14th, the club will host
its annual Perennial Salefrom 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the Red Brick School in
Lewiston. In June, members plan to gather for a picnic meeting at member Barbara
Carter's cottage on Lake Ontario. Of course, Lewiston GC's premier event of the
year takes place in June: GardenFest 2022, when the club will celebrate its 95
anniversary! This year's festival will be held June 18 and 19 from 10:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m. on Center Street in Lewiston. For details and updates, please visit

th

Around the District, continued from previous page
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Chautauqua Marcia Becker, Section Chair

Youngstown GC (New President Rose Livingston) April's meeting will feature a
program entitled “How to Press Flowers.” YGC member Colleen Feth will
demonstrate the process of pressing with discussion of the best flowers to pick,
drying techniques, and color preservation. On Monday evening, April 25,
Youngstown will have a joint meeting with the Lewiston GC at Messiah Lutheran
Church in Lewiston.  In May Julie Berrigan and Fenna Fandolang from Modern
Disposal Services will present a program on Reuse, Repurpose & Recycle with tips
and reminders. Later in May, club members will be at the civic gardens for spring
cleanup and planting.  June will feature a field trip to Zehr's on the Lake Farm
Market & Nursery, Burt NY, for a container garden workshop. The Club's annual
perennial plant sale will be held on Saturday, June 4, from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM
at the Civic Center in Youngstown.

Bud 'n Bloom GC (Judith Wilcox, Co-President) no report
Fredonia GC (Beverly Smith, President) no report
Jamestown GC (Patty Idzik, President) no report

Around the District, continued from previous page
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Just a reminder - many clubs have
not updated their webpage
information for several years. Even
if your club doesn't have or want the
club's full program listed, the basic
club information as to where and
when you meet, and club projects
could be listed. Most importantly,
the contact information should be
updated. If your club does not
currently have a webpage and you
are interested in one you can contact
me at sjloughran@hotmail.com.
Please remember to mention the
district website in the subject line.
For committee chairs, please read
through any documents you are
responsible for and make sure the
information is correct.

Checks should be made
payable to FGCNYS

and sent to
Sharon Low, District 8 Chair

5251 Bronson Dr
Lewiston, NY 14092.

Please mention in the memo
section where the donation
should go, either Water for
South Sudan or Dig Deep.

Reminder: District 8 is still
sending donations to World

Gardening.

Sharon Low, Chair

Susan Loughran, Web Master

WORLD

GARDENING

WORLD

GARDENING

Honor Roll Grants will be given out at the Spring District

May 22, 2022 (05/22/22) is the deadline for submissions to appear in the
summer issue.

Meeting in April.

Terry Skura, Chair

8th District
HONOR ROLL
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UPCOMING PLANT SALES & FLOWER SHOWS

Plan your Spring, Summer and Fall “Teas” now

Call (716) 992-9456 for more information

9998 Clarksburg Rd., Eden, NY  14057
The Lord’s Garden

Mary Jane Bolo
Master Gardener

East Aurora GC   20 annual Perennial Plant Sale,
8AM – noon, Grey Street Plaza

GC of the Tonawandas Perennial & Tomato Plant Sale,
Niawanda Park, City of Tonawanda

South Towns Gardeners Plant Sale 10 AM - 2 PM,
Burchfield Nature Preserve on Union Rd.

Holland GC Flower Show "Songs of the 60's"

Evans GC Plant Auction & Famous Boutique
9 AM -1 PM, Evans Fire Hall

Lewiston GC Perennial Sale, 10 AM - 1 PM
Red Brick School in Lewiston

East Park GC Plant Sale, 9 AM to 3 PM
Town Commons Gazebo, 2255 Baseline Road, Grand Island

Kenmore GC Plant Sale, Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-2,
939 Delaware Rd, Town of Tonawanda (See ad Page 8)

Eden Garden Study Plant Sale, 3 PM - 7 PM
Eden Farmer's Market, Legion Grounds

Countryside GC Giant Perennial Sale,  9 AM - Noon,
corner of Bowen and Rice in Elma

Youngstown GC Perennial Sale 9 AM - 2 PM
Civic Center in Youngstown

Lancaster GC Plant Sale 10 AM - 3PM,
Lancaster Senior Center, 100 Oxford Lane

Lewiston GC GardenFest 2022 (see ad Page 6)

Hamburg GC Plant Sale, 7:30 AM - 1 PM,
Hamburg Farmers Market
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Quality floral products, creative
designs, friendly and 

personalized customer service
These are the trade marks of

 our business
Since 1980

2195 Kensington Ave.
Snyder, NY

In the Snyder Court Plaza
716-839-2033

flowers from...

www. t r i l l i umf l o ra l . c om

Southtowns Garden Club

PLANT SALE
Saturday, June 4th

10 AM - 2 PM

Burch�ield Nature Center

at the corner of

Union Rd. & Clinton St.

West Seneca

info @ 668-0209

SAVE
District 8 FGCNYS Fall

Meeting and Luncheon
District 8 FGCNYS Fall

Meeting and Luncheon
Thursday, October 13 , 2022

th

TH
E

DATE:

The Columns Banquets
2221 Transit Road, Elma, NY 14059

9:00 am    Registration (coffee & tea)
10:00 am  Business Meeting
12:00 am  Luncheon followed by Presentation

Please plan on joining us
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The meeting was called to order by Annette Kuhn, District 8 Director at 10:10 am.
She thanked the 22 participants for joining in.
She then introduced the speaker, Mary Brummer, District VIII Judges Council
Chair, for today's program, “New Twists”, a slideshow presentation covering the
updates in the 2017 Flower Show Handbook.
Topics included NGC Floral Design Styles, Botanical Arts, and Horticulture
Specialty Shows.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Third Assistant Director - Cindy Miranda Woods.  No Report.

District Eight continues to offer a $1000. Scholarship goes to a graduating high
school senior, who fits the criteria. Letters were sent to 136 high school guidance
counselors asking their assistance in informing qualified students. Full information
is available on the district website.

Corresponding Secretary - Marty Mummery said that an email has been sent to
club presidents requesting any contact corrections or updates by March 1.

Annette added that there is still no Exhibit Chair for District VIII in place. She
requested that those present, make this known at their respective clubs.

She thanked this year's judging panel: Catherine Bethel, Smallwood GC, Lila
Diederich, Kenmore GC, Ann Posner, Smallwood GC.

Sunshine: Two (2) cards were sent since the fall meeting.

Second Assistant Director - Miriam Oster.  No Report.

Treasurer - Debbie Adams stated the Checking account balance as of 2/1/2022 is
$13,207.31. The Savings account balance as of 2/1/2022 is $2,898.91. The full
report was filed for audit.

Recording Secretary - Dorothy Romanczuk noted that she is recovering from a
broken wrist so today's minutes were being recorded by Marty Mummery.

Director - Annette Kuhn. Thanked the board and chairs for all their help this past year.

Directory: Maryann Jumper stated that an updated District Directory will be in the
April edition of the Figure Eight. Please forward any contact changes to her by
February 25.

Section VI. Esther Kopp submitted meeting information for Amana, Countryside,
East Aurora, Holland, and Orchard Park GC to Figure Eight. She mentioned there
may be officer changes in these clubs.

Section IV. Shelly Gerovac thanked Lee Schreiner, Linda Blyth for providing
guidance in how to do this job. She also thanked those from Smallwood, Amherst,
Forest Stream, and Cheektowaga garden clubs for their help. And Maryann “Po”
Jumper, for being a wonderful resource in “how to do this job”.

By-Laws: Babbidean Huber sent copies of the proposed By-Law changes for
everyone's perusal. The last By-law update was done in 2003. A show of hands to
present the changes at the April meeting, was unanimous.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

SECTION REPORTS

Corrections were asked for to the previous minutes. There being none, the October
14, 2021 minutes were accepted as written.

Scholarship Report: Jody Bailey reports there is one applicant for the 2022 DEC
Summer Camps. Alex Friedman, the applicant from 2019-20, is still eligible and
interested.

continues on next page

FGCNYS District VIII

Thursday, February 10, 2022

Winter Zoom Board Meeting
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It is posted on the District Website under “Upcoming Events”:
gardenclubsofwny.com. Sign up will be the same as last year. Contact Debbie to
sign up: dlfb2@msn.com by April 18 or hone her at 716-462-3659.  Email is
preferred.  If more than four people are interested in a class, four names will be
randomly picked.

th

They sponsored a Gardening School on Zoom and completed Course 4 in January
2022. Thank you to Anne Dyet and Melissa Marcus for organizing.

Flower Show at the Erie County Fair. Debbie Braun stated that this year's theme
is “Broadway Dreamin”. The Fair will mail schedules to presidents soon.

2022-23 Budget was presented for review by Debbie Adams, treasurer. After a brief
discussion, a motion to accept the 2022-23 budget as presented was made

She reminded committee chairs to make sure posted information is correct.

Honor Roll. Terry Skura sent a report that as of 2/2/2022 there is only one request
for the Honor Roll Grant. Lancaster Garden Club has applied.

If your club does not have a webpage and would like one, contact Sue at
sjloughran@hotmail.com

March 16-20 a Standard Flower Show will be sponsored by Judges Council at
Plantasia. The schedule is in the Figure 8. Two openings remain.
March 26 and April 2 Judges Council is presenting “Basic Floral Arts Studio”
design workshops. Registration forms are in the Figure 8 and on the District
website.

NEW BUSINESS

District 8 Judges Council. Mary Brummer reports that the Council is planning to
meet in person for all of 2022.

Birds, Bugs, Bats and Butterflies. Marilee Farry sent in a report explaining how to
participate in Cornell Lab Audubon, and Bird Canada “Great Backyard Bird
Count”. It runs from 2/18-2/21/2022. On 2/16 at 2pm a webinar will be presented
on bird identification and/or birdsong. Participants will be entered for a drawing for
Zeiss Terra Binoculars. For information visit: www.birdcount.org/participate.

There is an opening for one outdoor garden. If your club is interested, contact
Debbie at dlfb2@msn.com or 716-462-3659. The prize is from $700-$1000.

Web Master. Susan Loughran reminds clubs that many have not updated their
webpage information for several years. Contact information is important.

Plantasia. Evelyn Mietlowski stated that the Plantasia Flower Show schedule is in
the Figure 8. Two (2) openings for Design remain. And eight (8) openings for
Hostesses are left. If interested contact Evelyn at evelyn523@gmail.com or 716-
836-5397.  Can also contact Kathy Massing at kathysgarden155@gmail.com or
716-689-2084

by Maryann Jumper and seconded by Debbie Braun. The motion was unanimously
carried.
Annette announced Babbidean Huber will be the Nominating Committee chair.
A suggestion was made to use one price in the future for District Meeting lunch choices.
In response to a query from Annette regarding suggestions for tours, Dorothy Julius
recommended visiting The Violet Barn in Rochester NY.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:57 am.

Respectfully submitted,

The Spring Meeting speaker will be Mike Shadrack, Hosta grower and
photographer.

Marty Mummery, Acting Recording Secretary

Minutes, continued from previous page
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Did you send in your club’s registration form for Spring
Luncheon?  It is due by March 30 .

th

Also, Send to Annette Kuhn and Marty Mummery the name,
address, phone number, and email address of your club’s 2022-
2023 President.

Did you know that you can change your club’s link from District
8 website just by sending in the changed information to Susan
Loughran, Website Manager - sjloughran@hotmail.com?

Send a copy of your 2022 yearbook to Annette Kuhn, District
Director, your Section Chair and Linda Blyth, Figure 8 Editor.

E-Filing: IRS Form 990 is due on the 15 day of the 5 month
following the end of your taxable year.  For organizations on a
March to March calendar year, the date is July 15 . If you fail to
file, your 501c3 status will be dropped.

th th

th

CHECKLIST FOR PRESIDENTS

Calendar of Events
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