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Director’s Message
Well, here it is July already. Half of 2021 is already gone. Have you heard
the expression “Time flies while you're having fun”? It does fly even if you are
not having fun. Be that as it may, the time is gone never to reappear except I am
going to rehash some of the highlights of the past 6 months.
Our April meeting was not the usual meeting we have in the ballroom of The
Columns, but at least we held a meeting. I am grateful that the COVID numbers were
low enough to have a small but enthusiastic meeting. We said thank you to former
Director, Nancy Kalieta, with a gift of some of her favorite items from McKenzieChilds. Debbie Braun was kind enough to do the installation of the new officers
using garden equipment. When my turn came, she presented me with a blooming
yellow primrose plant wrapped in a piece of ruffled aluminum foil. Standing there
holding the plant so reminded me of a bridal bouquet. I couldn't help but laugh.
FGCNYS created a milestone in their history on May 3, when they had their first
ever ZOOM convention. And on May 4, former Director, Nancy Kalieta, had a
rd
special moment in her life when she was installed as 3 Vice President of FGCNYS.
Congratulations Nancy! One of her duties will be to organize the convention to be
held sometime in May of 2023. I understand it will probably be in the vicinity of
New York City. What a responsibility! If anyone can do the job, it's Nancy.
Speaking of moving up in the world, how about Monica Hansen? Monica has
been elected as Recording Secretary of the National Garden Club. Yup.
NATIONAL. She was installed on May 19 during another historic moment at the
first National Convention held via ZOOM. We are so proud of her. There is no
stopping that girl. Give her a few more years and she could be the first female
President of the USA. Go Monica!
On May 22, Forest Stream Garden Club celebrated their Diamond Jubilee with a
luncheon at the Transit Valley Country Club. On the same afternoon, Kenmore
Garden Club and Countryside Garden Club had their plant sales. On the following
Saturdays in May and June, plant sales were held by the East Aurora Garden Club,
Lancaster Garden Club and Southtowns Gardeners. Youngstown Garden Club held
their plant sale on a Wednesday. The plants were all beautiful and it appeared that
sales were brisk. I am sure each club's fundraiser was successful.
The last two weeks of May and early June were reserved for planting, while July
was filled with garden walks. Kenmore Garden Club was founded in 1931, 90 years
ago, and they will also have a special celebration in August. I imagine more garden
clubs will be celebrating special anniversaries since most of the clubs seem to have
been founded during the same time period.
Most, if not all of our clubs, plant and/or care for special gardens in their
communities. When you have some time on your hands, remember to drive past the
gardens. If you don't know an exact location, check our website for contact
information. I am sure each one of our Presidents will be more than happy to help
you locate a site.
Till next time, I remain

Yours in gardening, Grace

July - September 2021 www.gardenclubsofwny.com
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From the Editor’s

DESK
by Linda

Blyth

Tips for a
Great Garden

To keep your garden looking GREAT (or at least presentable) all summer:
• Keep those edges looking crisp by clipping the grass around the edges of your

garden(s). With practice a string trimmer works great!
• Deadhead any spent blooms.
• Replace early blooming perennials with a container planting which can be

tucked in around the early performers.
• Don’t hesitate to pull out or cut back anything that is not performing well; a

wilted or dying plant becomes an eyesore and a focus for attention which calls
out “Look at me; I’m ugly!”
• Use an organic mulch in your ﬂower and vegetable beds; avoid woody mulches
which pull nitrogen out of the soil as they decompose.
• Pull those weeds before they set seed.
• Try to control the “thugs” that were put into your garden back when you didn’t
know any better. Can anyone say Bishop’s weed? Or chameleon plant? Or
obedient plant, Chinese lanterns, gooseneck loosestrife or vinca vine? What
were we thinking?
• Limit tchotchkes (AKA too many lawn and garden ornaments); they can
become a major distraction.
Take advantage of the many open gardens to get inspiration for yours. Many towns
th
have weekend garden tours and quite a few of our 8 District members are
participating in Open Gardens on Thursdays and/or Fridays in July. Check out
GardensBuﬀaloNiagara.com for where to purchase a guide booklet.
IMPORTANT REMINDER! Don't forget to take the time to appreciate the fruits
of your labor: sit, look, listen, inhale and enjoy your summer garden!

TIP of the HAT
with THANKS & APPRECIATION
From Grace Lucas to:

F To all members who have taken on new duties of Chairmanship.
F To the ladies who took time from their schedules to select scholarship
recipients.

F To all members, male and female, who checked on other members as to
their needs during our isolation in the course of the pandemic.

F To all the Clubs having Anniversaries of their founding or federation in
District 8 of FGCNYS.

F To each and every member, thank you for hangin’ in there. Together we
will remain strong.
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Youth Report

Dorothy Julius, Chair

Our youth are our hope for the future. Now is a great time to sow seeds in the
minds of our children and grandchildren. Since the pandemic started, we have to
treasure the time we spend with family.
Why not get the family together and paint some rocks for your garden? After
you have collected some rocks, wash them to remove the dirt and let them dry.
Grab some acrylic paint and start painting. You can make a beautiful primrose
ﬂower by overlapping and painting four hearts together with their points touching
each other. Dip the eraser of a pencil into yellow paint for the center of the ﬂower.
Add a green leaf or two. After the rocks dry, spray them with three coats of
polyurethane.
Or maybe you could paint some veggies on the rocks to label your carrots and
tomatoes. Be creative!
This same idea can be used to label the ﬂowers in your garden. After preparing
your rocks, use a paint pen to write the names of your favorite Hostas. Coat the rocks
with three coats of polyurethane spray. You'll never forget the names of your ﬂowers.
For a no maintenance water feature to your garden, use a cement paving stone
or ﬂat rock. After you paint some ﬁsh on it, seal it with the spray. Add a few other
rocks around the paver to soften the edge. Everyone will love checking out the ﬁsh
in your garden.
Have fun this summer and make memories.

Scholarship
Report Jody Bailey, Chair
There were 26 qualiﬁed individuals who applied for this year's $1,000 college
stipend. The applicants came from all corners of the 8th District from Wilson and
Niagara Falls to Cattaraugus and Olean, and many locations in between. To be
eligible, a student must be a graduating senior planning to attend a two-year or
four-year college and major in a plant-related ﬁeld.The judging panel included
Dorothy Julius, Lancaster GC; Jean Burke, Hamburg House & Garden; and Jody
Bailey, Smallwood GC.
The panel chose Logan Fournier, a Wilson High School senior, as this year's
recipient of the stipend. He plans to attend SUNY Morrisville, with a major in
Horticulture/ Plant Science. In his application, Logan wrote that his goal was “to
make a diﬀerence in the quality of life of others, possibly through plant medicine.”
He hopes “to work with plants so I am challenged intellectually and can work with
my hands, in a lab, in a ﬁeld, or all of those three things.”
NYS DEC suspended its Youth Camps this summer. If camps are scheduled
to return for the 2022 season, information about that process would appear in
Figure 8.
A big thank you goes to Catherine Barthel, Scholarship Chairperson for many
years. Her knowledge and commitment to District 8 has made the transition
seamless.

July - September 2021
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Eighth District
fall MEETING
Thursday, October 14, 2021
THE COLUMNS BANQUETS
2221 TRANSIT ROAD, ELMA, NY 14059
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

Registration (coﬀee and tea)
Business Meeting
Luncheon ($27.00 per person)
MENU
Entrée Choices: Chicken Casino - with bacon and bell pepper cream sauce
OR Oven Roasted Salmon with lobster dill cream sauce
Any Special Dietary Requests (Vegetarian, Gluten Free, Dairy Free,
etc.) Chef’s choice with information due to Debbie Braun no later than
September 30, 2021
All entrées include Caesar Salad, Twice Baked Potato, String Beans, Rolls
and Butter, Rice Pudding, Coﬀee/Tea
We are honored to have Nell Gardener, owner and operator of Flower Fields, a cut
ﬂower farm near Batavia, as our speaker. Although Nell is well known in the ﬁeld
of horticulture, and dried ﬂoral design, she also played a major role in the
restoration of the gardens at Graycliﬀ as well as the Darwin Martin House in
Buﬀalo. She will be sharing her experiences with us at our October meeting. I
can't wait to hear her. I know her talk will live long in our memories.
The Table Design Theme: Celebrate our harvest using fruits, vegetables and
ﬂowers featuring colors ranging from aubergine and burgundy to mauve and violet.
Place the design in the center of your table by 10:30 am for judging. Peoples’
Choice Awards will be presented.

Face masks and/or social distancing in accordance
with current guidelines.
********************************************************************
REGISTRATION FORM
Fall Meeting and Luncheon Thursday, Octorber 14, 2021
Registration Deadline is September 30, 2021
1.Make one check from each Club payable to “8th District FGCNYS”
2. List names of those attending and their menu choices
3. Forward check and information to:
Debbie Braun
99 Pheasant Run, Lancaster, NY 14086
Email: dlfb2@msn.com (preferred). Phone: (716) 462-3659
CLUB NAME:
CLUB PRESIDENT:

NUMBER ATTENDING:

LIFE MEMBERS:
(Please specify if they wish to sit at the Life Member Table.)
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Horticulture
Redhead Coleus Beats the Summer Heat

It can be fun to try newer varieties.
Coleus has many colorful varieties that
are easy to grow and add so much to
our gardens! Several years ago, I ran
across an article that featured a newer
variety of coleus: one that would be
late to ﬂower or ﬂowerless, that would
resist downy mildew, grow in a wide
range of light exposures and beat out
WNY's hot, humid conditions. The
redhead coleus seemed to meet all
these requirements!
The ﬁrst year that I grew this variety
in my urn the weather was extremely
hot and humid, but my redhead coleus

Phyllis Besch, Chair
was a winner!
The color of this
coleus is fantastic
and will add so
much brightness
to a pot. It seems
to be free of
disease and does remain ﬂowerless. I
usually fertilize these plants lightly and
only water during hot summer days.
For the average gardener who has a
small garden or a terrace garden,
consider a coleus container with
various varieties. You will be happy
that you did!

FGCNYS Life Members
Marilee Farry, Chairman
It is still too early for me to arrange the Life Membership Luncheon. If
the vaccination process continues and most people who want protection
from Covid-19 are vaccinated, I will arrange for the luncheon which will
most likely occur in late Autumn or early December.
In the meantime, please consider becoming a FGCNYS Life Member.
The cost is a one-time donation of $100. The donation goes towards the
FGCNYS scholarship fund. The beneﬁts of Life Membership include good
seating at all District/State aﬀairs, a yearly Life Membership Luncheon
which celebrates our new members, and a cost break for classes sponsored
by FGCNYS. These classes are opened to all District 8 and Garden Club
members, not only ﬂower show judges. The nicest beneﬁt is that you meet
and share news and information with members from many garden clubs.
Please call me or email me, if interested in becoming a Life Member
and I will get the application to you and/or answer any questions you may
have. (716-668-1789 / farmare@aol.com)

July - September 2021 www.gardenclubsofwny.com
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Cornerstone Manor
Dorothy Romanczuk, Chair

Cornerstone Manor is a place for
women and children to get food
and shelter if they are in need;
Cornerstone is a division of
Buﬀalo City Mission. It restores
and changes their lives by
providing education and skill
training needed to lift women
and children out of poverty and
eliminate their need for
government support.
FGCNYS District 8 lends their
support by supplying seasonal
table decorations, gardening,
donations of clothing (new and
used) and items for their thrift
store.
• Donation Center, 100 E.
Tupper Street, Buﬀalo
Open M-F 9 am -3 pm
• Label all donations for women &
children: “For Cornerstone”
www.buﬀalocitymission.org/current
needs
• You can order from Amazon
and it will be shipped directly
to Cornerstone.
Faux seasonal Centerpieces are
needed. E-mail me for more
information and when your club
would like to help.
(droman13@verzion.net) This is a
very worthwhile cause, plus it
makes you feel good...women
helping women.
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8441 County Rd., E. Amherst

Family owned and operated
for over 40 years!

Flowers • Shrubs • Trees
Mulch • Topsoil • Stone

Buy directly from the grower!

LavocatsNursery.com
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Arboriculture

Lyn Chimera,
Lessons From Nature

Adapting Gardening to Your Physical Needs
Sally Cunningham suggested I
contact Duane Pancost, author of
Geriatric Gardening, Adaptive Advice
for Seniors, to interview for an article.
As an older gardener myself it sounded
intriguing, and Duane was a delight to
talk to.
As Duane grew older, he wanted to
communicate the challenges with
others. In 2017 Duane started a blog,
thegeriatricgardener@wordpress.com.
After a few years he decided to put the
best of his adaptive tips into a book and
in 2020 self-published The Geriatric
Gardener. The following are some of
his suggestions from that book.
Recognize your capabilities are
changing and to change with them
rather than ﬁght it.
• Install lights in the garden, not just
solar lights so you can easily see and
avoid tripping. Low voltage lights
with a timer work well.
• Make more use of containers. The
easiest way is to slip the potted plant
right into the container, no repotting
required.
• Raised beds are a good idea no matter
what your age. They can be utilized
throughout your gardening years.
• Get grandchildren involved in
gardening. Take them to the nursery
and let them pick out some of the
seeds/plants and keep the
produce/ﬂowers when they are
successful. They might have their
own section of the garden. Then
grandchildren can assist when you
need it.
• Know when you need help and ask
for it rather than injure yourself.
Family or friends can help, or you can

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

hire someone. Sometimes
neighborhood kids are available or
lawn/maintenance services. Check
with neighbors or nurseries for
suggestions.
Duane's mantra is “Embrace
Imperfection”. The garden/lawn
doesn't have to be perfect. Relax and
don't knock yourself out.
Balance is an important issue as you
get older. Know your limitations.
Pace yourself. It doesn't all have to be
done at once. Work for a while then
take a break in the shade and hydrate.
You'll be able to get more done in the
long run.
Vary the work you do so you're not
doing the same repetitive motion for a
long time. This avoids injury.
Start with the heaviest or most
diﬃcult job in the morning when you
are fresher. Weeding or light work at
the end of your time.
Wear a large, brimmed hat not just a
baseball cap and sunglasses.
If you have a Life Alert device or a
cell phone, have it with you in the
garden at all times especially if you
are working alone.

July - September 2021 www.gardenclubsofwny.com
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by Debbie Braun and Monica Hansen, Fair Superintendents
The 2021 Erie County Fair with the theme “Summertopia” is on! We are
excited to be back at the fair with our Flower Show and Horticulture
Specialty Show titled “Discover America…from Sea to Shining Sea”.
Thank you to all who have signed up for classes so far. We still have a
few openings. Here they are:
Section FDD – “Glitz and Glamour”
Class 11 – “Atlantic City Boardwalk” –Low proﬁle design - 1 openings
Section FHA – “Graceland”
Class 1 – Display of Hosta leaves – 2 openings
Class 2 – Display of Heuchera leaves – 1 opening
Section FHB – “Bourbon Street”
Class 5 – Collection of Perennials – 1 opening
Section FHC – “Rock and Roll Hall of Fame”
Class 7 – Kokedama ball – 1 opening
Section FHD – “Grand Ole Opry”
Class 11 – Window Garden for Birds – 1 opening
Class 12 – Window Garden w/Wildﬂowers – 2 openings
Section FHE – “Radio City Music Hall”
Class 13 – Mixed planter of sweet-smelling ﬂowers/
foliage plants – 1 opening
Class 14 – Wheelbarrow – 2 openings
Section FBA – “Route 66”
Class 1 – Outdoor Garden – 1 opening
Section FBB – “Chicago”
Class 3 – Pot-et-ﬂeur – 1 opening
Section FBC – “Los Angeles”
Class 5 – Necklace – 1 opening
We also are looking for workers at the fair. You are paid minimum wage
and get free entry to the fair. If you work for seven or more days, you
receive a 12-day pass for every day of the fair! If you know of any high
school/college age students who would like to work, please send them our
way! We could use some “younger” people to help out!
If you are interested in one of the class openings or to work at the fair,
please contact Debbie Braun at dlfb2@msn.com (preferred) or 462-3659.
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Photo
Journalist
2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca (Gardenville), NY 14224

(716) 822-9298

Open & Growing
Year - Round
“Fresh from our Greenhouses”

Beautiful Annuals, Perennials,
Hanging Baskets, & Herbs
Garden Mums & Fun Fall Decor!

Some short distance travel
required. Ability to meet
deadlines a must.
Salary: The gratitude and
appreciation of readers of
the Figure 8
Apply directly to
Grace Lucas at
glucas1@roadrunner.com or
716-874-2377.

Celebrating 95 Years!
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Western NY Iris
Society Sale

flowers from...

Buﬀalo & Erie County
Botanical Gardens
Administration Building

Quality floral products, creative
designs, friendly and
personalized customer service
These are the trade marks of
our business
Since 1980

Saturday
August 28,
9 am - 2 pm

Saturd
FREE
1:0

$5 oﬀ

2195 Kensington Ave.
Snyder, NY

On orders of
$20 or more
with this ad

716-839-2033

admission.

Come early for best selection

www.trilliumfloral.com

In the Snyder Court Plaza
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Birds, Bugs
Butterflies

&

by: Marilee M. Farry, Chair

I just ﬁnished the Environmental School Series 4 Class 1 with Nancy
Kalieta as coordinator. We learned quite a lot of information on ecology and
sustainability of life on our planet Earth. One of the most important things I
learned was that everything on the planet is interconnected. And some things
we do cannot be undone, for instance, using up our natural resources or
allowing various species to become extinct. Many of our plants, insects,
butterﬂies, and birds are endangered.
In this class, Lynn Chimera presented the importance of backyard habitats
for the pollinators and birds. By using normal soils and planting native plants
we can create a place where insects, butterﬂies and birds can feed and live.
She encouraged bird house placement, fresh water source and if you have an
area that you can leave alone, to allow limbs, grass, rocks, leaves to pile up for
the little critters. Plant native scrubs which make berries and all kinds of
native plants/ grasses that form seeds. The most important fact that she shared
was to stop using all types of pesticides. The fact that the interconnection of
all living things comes in here. As pollinators pick up the poison from your
plants which were sprayed with pesticides or mixed into the soil, some will die
or poison their nests. Other poisoned insects will be eaten by birds and
eventually they become poisoned, and gradually sicken and die. It has been
proven that the chemicals in pesticides can genetically alter both man, insects,
birds and animals for many generations. Therefore, use and plant native
plants; eliminate the use of all pesticides; and if you plant a ﬂower or
vegetable garden, be aware that you and the family may be negatively aﬀected
with the use of many of these chemicals.
Be smart and be safe! Follow the guidance of Pest Management.

WORLD
GARDENING
Sharon Low, Chair
Reminder: District 8 is still sending donations to World Gardening.
Checks should be made payable to FGCNYS and sent to:
Sharon Low, District Chair 8
5251 Bronson Dr.
Lewiston, NY 14092.
Please mention in the memo section where the donation should go,
either Water for South Sudan or Dig Deep.

July - September 2021 www.gardenclubsofwny.com
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Club activities for July, August, September 2021
Erie I

Melissa Marcus, Section Chair

Please support the Grand Island Garden Walk, Sunday, July 11, 2021, 10 am - 4 pm.
Maps available at tent at the Town Commons, 2255 Baseline Road, Grand Island, NY.
Cinderella Isle GC The summer picnic will be held at a member's home and
garden. The mum sale will be held on September 11 at Trinity Methodist Church,
2100 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island. The September meeting will feature a
program “Grand Island as Buﬀalo's Play Spot” presented Mary Cooke of the Grand
Island Historical Society.
East Park CG (President Rose Mary Madejski) Members will tour each other's
gardens in July. The Club picnic will be held at the president's home and garden in
August. A perennial plant sale will be held in late September.

Erie II

Louise Hennings, Section Chair

Kenmore GC (Linda Blyth & Jolaine Houghton, Co-Presidents) Members
continue to care for Adopt-a-Box planters around town; this is the 43rd year of this
project. July 13th we will have our annual members garden tour whenwe will enjoy
visiting four members' gardens and have a bag lunch at Linda Blyth's home. August
brings the 90th anniversary of our garden club, 1921 – 2021. Festivities with fun
and games and a box lunch will be at the DFK Pavilion in Lincoln Park. We are
hoping for a club meeting in September, but it is not oﬃcial at this time.
GC of the Tonawandas (Cathi Ullenbruch, President) Plans for July, August
and September are keeping us quite busy in the Community. A day at Reinstein
Woods is being planned for sometime in July. We will celebrate Roberta Sampson's
95th birthday on July 25th. Our Beautiﬁcation Project Committee selected three
projects in the Tonawanda/North Tonawanda Communities from applications
submitted by members. Each project was awarded a $75 grant to beautify their
respective areas. Club members will maintain those areas throughout the summer.
The planting of red geraniums in the gardens at the Historical Museum in the City
of Tonawanda has been an annual project for us for over thirty years. Dozens of red
geraniums accent the antique canon and the gardens in front of the Museum. These
gardens will be maintained by members for the summer months.
Ken-Sheriton GC (Therese Malchiore, new President) The following are
tentative programs. July - Club picnic at Terry Shanahan's. Hopefully it will be
warm enough for swimming. August - Club members will ﬁnalize our plan for the
Outdoor Garden at the Fair. We will also be setting up the weekend before the
.
continues on next page
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Around the District, continued from previous page

Fair and clearing out after. A lot of work but we are excited to get the chance to
do a Fair Flower Show Garden this year. September - Our own Club President
and Master Gardener, Therese Malchiore will present a program on "Food that
can regrow itself”. Like a phoenix, they rise again! Growing new produce from
kitchen scraps saves money, and can be a fun activity for your
children/grandchildren as well.

Erie III

Dorothy Romanczuk, Section Chair

Eden Garden Study (new Co-President Sue Eye & Marlene Sullivan) Meeting
2nd Tuesday- 7:00 p.m. July will be a box luncheon picnic at a local park. EGSC
will hold a town front yard garden contest called “Garden Showcase” which will
be judged in August. Maintenance of Chamber Park and the Blue Star Memorial
is throughout the season. They will also participate in the Erie County Fair
Flower show. September will be a potential self-guided garden walk.
Evans GC (President Miriam Oster) Meeting 2nd Tuesday- 7:00 p.m. July's
Summer Picnic at the Evans Town Park starts in the afternoon. In August, a ﬁeld
trip to the Urbanowicz Acres in Evans is planned where owner Elaine will
present a program. Her store has jams, jellies and other delectables; her farm has
animals that can be petted. In September, Town Supervisor Mary Hossler will
oﬀer EGC an annual update on happenings in the town.
Hamburg GC (Co-Presidents Paula Gober & Debbie Adams) Meeting 2nd
Wednesday10 a.m. A tour of the Erie County Fairgrounds gardens is on the agenda
for July. Members will also attend the District Picnic. In August, Dave McQuay
will give us a tour of the Knox Estate greenhouses that are full of native plants and
trees that are grown to be planted in area state parks. September's salad bar luncheon
will highlight the Window Box Contest that members planted in May.
Hamburg House & Garden (new President Sue Van Tine) Meeting 4th
Tuesday- 7:00 p.m. Lasting Dreams Daylily Farm is on the agenda for July, at
the peak of daylily season. A box lunch will be served. In August, Mark Carra
will discuss ferns for your garden. Member Jeannie Burke will conduct a
workshop in September.

Erie IV

Shelly Gerovac, Section Chair

Amherst GC (Eleanor Wolford, President) We are busy tending our community
gardens. In July, we are looking forward to a relaxing get-together in the garden
of one of our members. August is still not planned, but there will probably be
another garden get-together. Accredited Flower Show Judge Jeannie Burke will
be giving a presentation on designing with ﬂowers from our gardens at our
September meeting.
Cheektowaga GC (Cindy Zaborowski and Eileen Beiter, Co-Presidents) The
Cheektowaga Garden Club had its ﬁrst meeting in a year at Cheektowaga Town
Park. The Club is going back to monthly meetings. They will be working on the
library gardens at the Reinstein Library on Harlem Road and the Julia Reinstein
Library on Losson Road. A member will be doing a presentation on “Gardening
as You Get Older.” They are searching for a permanent meeting place.
Forest Stream GC (co-presidents: Sue Goeckel & Liza Mitchell) We are excited
about our new meeting location, the Historic Meeting House on Main Street in the
continues on next page
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Around the District, continued from previous page

Village of Williamsville. Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at
7:00 pm. Our July program has a trip to Lasting Dreams Day Lily farm in Orchard
Park. In September a program on butterﬂy gardens will be presented by Colleen
Gaskill, C.N.L.P. (as listed on the District VIII Federated Clubs of NYS Speakers'
List). submitted by Nancy Trimble, co-vice president.
Smallwood GC (Kathy Humphrey, President) We held a successful mini-plant sale
on Saturday, May 22nd. On May 21st, we had a dinner meeting (outdoors) and
honored Mitzi Neiders, a longtime member who is “the glue that binds us” for her
enthusiasm, gardening expertise, and long-time service to the club/community re:
plant education. Our new meeting location will be the Faith United Church of Christ,
starting in September.

Erie V

Carol Ottaviani, Section Chair

Bowmansville GC (Exec. Board: Adrienne Pasquariello, Judy Visco, & Mary
Montoro Biondo) Club members will visit the new carousel at the waterfront in July.
Club member Kathy Kwiatkowski has been helping with the painting and the
restoration of the carousel. In August the members will hold their annual summer
picnic at the Bowmansville Fire Hall. September is an outing to visit the gardens at the
Darwin Martin House.
South Towns Gardeners GC (President Linda Meissner) Club members will tour
Open Gardens during the month of July and Club members gardens on July 9th. On
August 13th, a business meeting at the Burchﬁeld Gazebo and "Christmas in August"
for lunch and a plant exchange. September 10th, a meeting and a talk and tour of
Lasting Dreams Day Lily Farm. Throughout the summer, club members will care for
planters at Hospice Campus as well as the Memorial Garden at Chestnut Ridge Park.
Town & Country GC (President Joy Sarkesian) Members will take a Landscape
Tour of the gardens at the Darwin Martin House complex in July. August is their
annual potluck picnic at a member's home. In September they will tour the
MaudGarden Holmes Arboretum at Buﬀalo State College.
Lancaster GC (President Milissa Jurewicz) In July, club members will gather in
small groups for "Walk with Us Wednesdays" to enjoy strolling through various public
gardens, such as Reinstein Woods, Delaware Park Rose Garden,The Gardens at the
Waterfront and Williamsville's Glen Park. In August many of our members will have
exhibits at the Erie County Fair. Club members assisted with clean-up and planting of
several community gardens in the spring. Members will revisit the gardens for upkeep
as needed. The September meeting will be held at St. John's Lutheran Church on
Wednesday 9/8 at 7:00 pm. The theme will be " Back to Basics". A guest speaker
from The Master Gardeners of Erie County Speakers Bureau will discuss the basics of
property maintenance and landscaping. The club welcomes potential new members
and guests.

Erie VI

Esther Kopp, Section Chair

Amana GC (Janice Frasier, President) In person meetings have resumed, they are
happy to report. Following proper Covid protocols, at the Ebenezer United Church of
Christ on Main St in West Seneca, they meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
11AM, all bringing their own lunch, snack and/or drink. July will be a program by
Marilee Farry, talking about irises. August - tours of members gardens. September president, Janice Frasier will conduct a workshop on line and mass line arrangements.
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Countryside GC (LuAnn Burghardt, President) July- a tour of 3 of the members
gardens in Orchard Park and Elma, with a business meeting and lunch at the ﬁnal
garden. August- a tour at Sunﬂowers of Sanborn, with lunch at Woodcock Brothers
Brewery in Wilson, NY. September- they'll spend the day at the Erie Basin Marina,
walking through the gardens and monuments followed by a picnic lunch.
East Aurora GC (Lorene Britton, President) Meetings are now somewhat resumed.
Plans are still in the works for programs for July and September. August - Annual
Picnic and Auction will be held at the Elma Town Park. Throughout the summer
months, members will tour one another's gardens, and continue to sell Garden
Certiﬁcates good at 4 local nurseries'.
Holland GC (Tammy Schmidt, President) no report
Orchard Park GC (Ellie Foster, President) July - Presidents' Picnic at Noon in
Chestnut Ridge, honoring past presidents and exchange of small designs. August –
program is Buﬀalo Audubon Society, led by Naturalist Tom Kerr, who will bring his
owl, Zelda. September – program is Tift Nature Preserve Restoration presented by
Kimberly Adrianson. Meetings have been held every month by Zoom this year with
programs at each meeting.

Niagara I

Barbara Stafford, Section Chair

Lewiston GC (President Sharon Low) No club activities are currently planned for
July and August; however, members will continue to maintain ﬂower beds and
containers at Hennepin Park, the Historical Museum, and the Lewiston Public Library,
as well as several other locations in Lewiston. A program for the September meeting is
to be determined.
Youngstown GC (President Joan Gillespie) In July the club will meet at the home
of member Garda O'Keefe for a picnic. Later that month there will be a trip to the Kin
Loch Lavender Farm. On August 11 the group will tour the specialty annual and
perennial trial gardens at the Erie Basin Marina in Buﬀalo. September brings another
trip, this time to the greenhouse, hydroponic area, and the automated Farm-bot raised
beds at the Cornell Cooperative Extension in Lockport.

Chautauqua

Marcia Becker, Section Chair

Bud n' Bloom GC (Judith Wilcox, Co-President) On May 19th, we planted ﬂowers
at the Dunkirk Lighthouse as one of our civic projects. May 26th, was our ﬁrst club
meeting with a luncheon and installation of oﬃcers. Programs for the year were
discussed. Hopefully some of last year's planning will be available to us this year.
Fredonia GC (Beverly Smith, President) Nothing to report, no meetings have taken
place as of yet.
Jamestown GC (Patty Idzik, President) no report
Thank you from Nancy Kalieta
I am absolutely thrilled with my Mackenzie-Childs gifts! The frog planter is sitting
on my family room ﬂoor where I can see it when I watch TV, and the other pieces are
scattered throughout my house. I see these pieces many times during the day and they
bring a smile to my face as I remember all the friends I made in District VIII. Thank
you for your generosity, your friendship, and your support. It was an honor to serve as
your director. Keep in touch and stay safe.
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The Lord’s Garden
9998 Clarksburg Rd., Eden, NY 14057

Mary Jane Bolo
Master Gardener

Plan your Spring, Summer and Fall “Teas” now
Call (716) 992-9456 for more information
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FGCNYS - DISTRICT VIII Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 8, 2021
Amherst Presbyterian Church
District Director Nancy Kalieta called the meeting to order at 10:06 A.M.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Terry Sakura
The Blessing was given by Patricia Peterson
Director Nancy Kalieta welcomed guests Monica Hansen former
FCGNYS President. She introduced former District Directors Debbie
Braun, Marcia Becker, Adrienne Pasquariello, and BabbideanUrban
Huber.
Oﬃcer Reports:
Recording Secretary - Carol Hasselback asked if there were any additions
or corrections to the minutes as published in the April Figure 8. There
being none, the minutes were accepted as published in the Figure 8.
Treasurer - Debbie Adams reported the total balance as of 04/08/21in the
Northwest checking account is $10,117.14, the total balance in the
business savings account is $2,898.71 for a total balance of all funds of
$13,015.85. The books were audited and found to be in order.
Corresponding Secretary - Dorothy Romanczuk no report
Third Assistant Director - Annette Kuhn no report
Second Assistant Director - Grace Lucas no report
First Assistant Director - Dorothy Julius no report
District Director - Nancy Kalieta presented her report on the National
Garden Club Environmental School. She thanked the many people who
have given her help and support during her term. Details can be read in
The Figure 8.
Committee Reports:
Figure 8 - Linda Blyth reported the new deadline and encouraged
members to submit photos of recent garden club events to Carol Jo Pope.
Erie County Fair - Debbie Braun invited members to visit the District
website, gardenclubsofwny.com to view the Fair Flower Show schedule.
She thanked everyone who signed up for openings.
TR Site - Adrienne Pasquariello with Judy Cavagnaro thanked the 15
clubs that decorated this past Christmas. Each club will receive a cash
award. This coming year's theme is “Stars of Gold.” This is the 50th
Anniversary for the TR Site. The colors will be gold, emerald green, and
rose pink. More information is on the District website.
Life Member - in Marilee Farry's absence, Carol Hasselback read her
report. Marilee encouraged members to become Life Members as the one
time $100 donation goes towards the FGCNYS Scholarship fund as well
as several other “perks.” A luncheon will be planned after the Covid
vaccination process. Contact her at farmare@aol.com or 716-668-1789
for more information.
continues on next page
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Meeting Minutes, continued from previous page
Birds, Butterﬂies and Bees - in Marilee Farry's absence, Carol Hasselback
read her report which can be found in detail in the Figure8.
Judges Council- in Mary Brummer's absence, Nancy read her report stating
that there will be no Floral Arts Studio. A spring and fall 2022 are being
planned.
Babbidean UrbanHuber - reminded members of proper protocol. She
thanked Nancy Kalieta for the wonderful job she did as director in this past
diﬃcult year. She asked that the current District Director as well as the past
director be invited to club events.
Awards:
District Awards - were presented by Annette Kuhn
TR Site Awards - were presented by Adrienne Pasquariello
Honor Roll Awards - were presented by Terry Skura
Virtual Flower Show Awards- were presented by Annette Kuhn
Director Citations - Nancy Kalieta
Installation - was oﬃciated by Debbie Braun.
Farewell to current director - Dorothy Julius presented Nancy with lovely
sentiments, thanks, and gifts for doing a phenomenal job as Director.
Members thanked Nancy with a standing ovation. Nancy oﬃcially turned
over the gavel and the gold pin to Grace Lucas.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Terry Skura and seconded by
Jolaine Houghton. Adjournment was at 11:22 A.M.
The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 8 at 10:00 A.M. at the Amherst
Presbyterian Church.
Minutes submitted by Carol Hasselback, Recording Secretary

In Remembrance:

Terry Skura, Chair

Rita Seivert
from Sandra Oﬀhuas
Rita Seivert
from Orchard Park GC
Rita Seivert
from Terry Skura
Honor Roll Grants are given out at the Spring District Meeting
in April. August 26, 2021 is the deadline for submissions to
appear in the fall issue.
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Calendar of Events

July 8..........................District VIII Summer Meeting and
Lunch Amherst Presbyterian Church,
151 S.Youngs Road Amherst, NY 14221
August 9.................... Fair Flower Show Set Up 1-7 pm
August 10.................. Judging of Flower Show Entries
9:30 am - 12:30 pm
August 11-22............. Erie County Fair Erie County
Fairgrounds, Hamburg, NY
August 24.................. Fair Entry Removal 11 am - 7 pm
September 22-24...... NGC Fall Meeting
St. Louis, MO Board Members
September 29............ FCCNYS Board Meeting
October 5-8............... Environmental Course 2 Via ZOOM
October 14................ District VIII Fall Meeting/Luncheon
The Columns Restaurant
2221 Transit Road, Elma, NY
October 19, 25 & 26........ Flower Show School Symposium
Sponsored by District II

CHECKLIST FOR PRESIDENTS
If you have not done so, please submit your $8.00 per member State
dues and your membership list to the State Oﬃce.
If you have not done so, please send to Grace Lucas, District Director,
and Myretta Zimpfer, Membership/Circulation Chair, the name, address,
phone number and email address of your club’s 2021-2022 President.
Send a copy of your 2021 yearbook to Grace Lucas, District Director,
your Section Chair and Linda Blyth, Figure 8 Editor.
E-Filing is usually due by July 15. An e-ﬁle postcard must be submitted
each year or your club’s 501c3 will be automatically dropped.
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