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Annette Kuhn, Director of 
District 8, packed her bag with comradery, 

knowledge, fun, adventures after her 
October installation. 

Oh the places she will go, let’s follow along ...  

Board Members: L to R: Marty Mummery, 
Miriam Oster,  Debbie Adams, Anne e,  
Cindy Miranda-Woods. 

Members of Smallwood Garden Club share the 
joy of a ending  the Fall Mee ng and 
Luncheon. L. to R.: Susan Klyn, Ellen Stancliff,  
Mitzi Neiders,  Carolyn Spehl 
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Going forward, we will have our February meeting by ZOOM
and for that meeting we are fortunate to have the Eighth District
Judges Council Chairman, Mary Brummer who will present the new
NGC Floral Designs. In addition, Mary and her team of Judges are
busily planning a spring session of the Floral Arts Studio. Just
thinking about working with all those flowers makes me smile. How
about you?

As we settle in for the winter (where did 2021
go), after the busy holiday season when so many
of you put your time and creativity into
decorating your own homes and your
communities as well as coming together at the
Theodore Roosevelt inaugural site for Victorian
Christmas, it is time to reflect on what we can
contribute during this coming year. We have so much talent in our
garden clubs. Let's all think about how we can use these talents to
promote our clubs and our district. The key is participation. We want
to hear from you. Be there and let us know what you think, what you
enjoyed and what more you would like to see happen.

Make sure you read and keep the information in this issue
concerning PLANTASIA coming in March. Now is the time to give
some thought to entering. Try a Design. Bring in your treasured
house plants. This is a great opportunity for us garden club members
to exhibit our skills.

In April, we have a fantastic program planned for our District 8
Luncheon. Mike Shadrack, President of the Western New York Hosta
Society and a member of The American Hosta Society since 1992,
will be talking about hosta, of course, and getting the best from your
photographic equipment when photographing them. The
Registration form is in this issue of the Figure 8, so sign up through
your club.

Hopefully focusing on all the activity coming up will help us get
through these dark months of winter, so participate.

I hope your Holiday season was great and I look forward to
seeing you in 2022.

Annette

Director’s Message
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Let District 8 Judges Council show you how. We

are happy to be back designing again!

Learn how to organize �lowers into a lovely

centerpiece for your table.

Save the dates for .  This is

a two-session program to be held on two

Basic Floral Art Studio

Saturdays, March 26 and April 2, 2022
9am – 12 noon

from

at Amherst Presbyterian Church, 151 S. Youngs Road,

Amherst located near Erie Community College North Campus.

Name:

Phone: e-mail:

9:00 am – 12 noon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Basic Floral Art Studio Registration

Floral Art Studio will teach you the principles of basic �lower design

emphasizing the three most popular styles of arrangement over the

course of two sessions.  This program is provided as a foundation for the

�lower design novice. Containers, supplies, �lowers, and expert
guidance for both sessions will be included for one $75 fee. The

sessions will be hands-on, and every student goes home with her own

work of �loral art at the end of each session.

Saturday, March 26 and April 2, 2022

Garden Club:

Basic Floral Art Studio is open to all Garden Club members in District 8

and ful�ills the requirements for a certi�icate in “Basic Flower Design”

from Judges Council.

Masks may be required, depending on local Health Department

recommendations at the time.

Address:

Space is limited. Register today! For more information please contact:

Mary Brummer, Chair at (716)662-2406 or at for200@aol.com

Mail form and $75.00 check made out to District 8 Judges Council to:

Floral Art Studio, c/o Mary Brummer
200 Forest Drive

Orchard Park, NY 14127
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MENU choices

Oven Roasted Salmon and salad ($27)

& twice baked potato

Mixed Greens, Artichoke Hearts, Goat Cheese, Sun-dried Tomatoes, Red

Peppers, Banana Peppers, Sun-dried Tomato Vinaigrette

9:00 AM Registration (coffee and tea)
10:00 AM Business Meeting
12:00 PM Luncheon followed by presentation

Santorini Chicken Salad (Greek salad) and soup ($23.50)

Salmon with lobster dill cream sauce plus green beans

Special Dietary Request ($25) (Vegetarian, Gluten Free, Dairy Free, etc.)
Chef's choice (information due to Debbie Braun no later than March 25, 2022)
NOTE: All entrées include Rolls & Butter, Rice Pudding Coffee/Tea

Our Presenter will be Mike Shadrack, President of the Western New York
Hosta Society and a member of The American Hosta Society since 1992.
He as been growing hostas since 1986 and has been hybridizing almost as
long and describes himself as a dinosaur who is still using slide film.  His

topic is Hosta: The Flowering Foliage Plant and Getting the Best
from your Photographic Equipment when photographing them
and other plants.

The Table Design: in honor of Dyngus Day celebrated on April 18, use
pussy willows in your table design. Also, include the colors of yellow and
purple. Place your design in the center of your table by 10:30 a.m. for judging.

Eighth District

spring MEETING

Thursday, April 21, 2022

THE COLUMNS BANQUETS
2221 TRANSIT ROAD, ELMA, NY  14059

99 Pheasant Run, Lancaster, NY 14086 Phone: 716 462-3659

(Specify if Life Members wish to sit at Life Member Table)

1. Make one check from each club payable to “District VIII FGCNYS”

3. Forward check and information to: Debbie Braun

Registration Deadline is March 31 , 2022
st

Spring Meeting and Luncheon Thursday April21st, 2022
Registration Form

Club Name: ________________________________

Club President: _____________________________Number attending: _____

2. List names of all members attending and their menu choices

Life Members: ______________________________
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It is cold and snowing today and the garden is frosty. Many folks are

busy shopping for presents and getting excited about the coming holidays.

The neighbors are decorating their homes for the Christmas season. In all

the frenzy, we need to remember the birds that remain in our territory the

entire winter. Hopefully, the garden was left in Autumn, for the birds to

find the seeds from your garden flowers and the fruit from your shrubs. If

not, put out your bird feeders and keep them full of fresh seed: niger seed

for the wrens and chickadees and sunflower seeds for the cardinals/larger

birds. Tie corncobs away from the feeders for the squirrels. It might work

and they will leave the bird feeders alone if you keep them fed! Remember

that birds also need water during the winter and if you have a heated

birdbath, you may attract some unusual birds taking a sip. One of the most

important items birds appreciate is safety from raptors. I have left fallen

plants and branches in my garden for birds to dig and hide in. Save that old

Christmas tree and put it in your backyard. Great fun for all ages is to

decorate the tree all winter long with healthy bird treats: popcorn and

cranberries ropes, pinecones covered with peanut butter rolled in birdseed,

and ribbons hung with suet ornaments. Place bird feeders in between the

branches. Besides watching the birds fill up this winter, you might take

photographs and be a winner in a photo contest! And most of all, the birds

will thank you. HAPPY NEW YEAR! Always, Marilee

WORLD

GARDENING

WORLD

GARDENING

Lewiston, NY 14092.

Sharon Low, District 8 Chair

Sharon Low, Chair

5251 Bronson Dr.

Please mention in the memo section where the donation should go,
either Water for South Sudan or Dig Deep.

Reminder:  District 8 is still sending donations to World Gardening.
Checks should be made payable to FGCNYS and sent to:

&Birds,Bees,Bugs
Butterflies

by: Marilee M. Farry, Chair
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Honor Roll Grants will be given out at the Spring District
Meeting in April.

February 22, 2022(02/22/2022) is the deadline for submissions
to appear in the spring issue.

Honoree Donor

Isadora "DoDo" Ullrich Orchard Park Garden Club

In Remembrance:

Lucille Battaglia Amherst Garden Club
Louise Hennings Kenmore Garden Club
Clara Lautz Orchard Park Garden Club
Clara Lautz Carol Jo Pope
Grace Lucas Lancaster Garden Club
Grace Lucas Orchard Park Garden Club
Grace Lucas Carol Jo Pope
Dorothy Mortek Hamburg Garden Club
Isadora "DoDo" Ullrich Sandra Offhaus

Isadora "DoDo" Ullrich Terry Skura

In Remembrance:

Terry Skura, Chair
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Lenten Rose

It's such a treat to look out in your
garden and see some green in the
middle of winter. Adding a conifer is
always the go to plan. How about
widening the pallet with some
evergreen perennials? Yes, there are
such plants. Give one a try if you
have the right spot.
Christmas Fern
(Polystichumcrostichoides) is a very
common native fern in our WNY
woods. It's been dubbed “Christmas
fern” because it's green during the
Holidays and the rest of the winter.
It's one of the easiest of the native
ferns to grow as it tolerates a wide
variety of conditions. Christmas ferns
prefer shade to partial sun with moist
soil. However, it can do well in more
sun if the soil is moist enough and
will grow, although smaller, in dry
shade.
Bishop's Hat

Epimediums are easily grown in
average, acidic, dry to medium
moisture, well-drained soils in part
shade to full shade. Foliage will
usually burn in full afternoon sun.

Tolerates
full shade.
Also
tolerates
drought
and dry
shade
(rhizomes hold moisture) once
established.

All three of these plants are not
bothered by deer. What more can you
ask for?!

(Epimedium) also known as
barrenwort, are long-lived perennials.
Low-growing foliage, from 6-19
inches depending on the variety,
makes an interesting ground cover all
year. The leaves, somewhat heart-
shaped on wiry stems, may be green,
purple, or green with red or purple
flushes or veining. Spent leaves can
be removed in spring. Delicate spring
flowers sometimes bloom before
plants leaf out, in soft colors of white,
yellow, rose, or lavender.

A few more evergreen perennials
for shade are: European Ginger
(Asarum europaeum), Bergenia,
Many Sedges (Carex), Coral bells
(Heuchera), and Lungwort
(Pulmonaria).

Suggestions for sunny areas are:
Pinks (Dianthus), Rock Cress
(Arabis), Snow in Summer
(Cerastium), and Lavender
(Lavendula).

There are lots more, Give some a
try.

(Helleborus)is an evergreen, late-
winter or early-spring flowering
perennial in the buttercup family
(Ranunculaceae). The leaf shape and
flower color vary according to the
species. Many varieties have been
hybridized including ones with
upright and double flowers.
Hellebores prefer dry shade and can
form a large clump over time. The
name Lenten Rose refers to the fact
that they bloom during Lent, even
coming up through the snow. So, not
only do you get winter interest but it's
often the first perennial to bloom.

Lyn Chimera,
Lessons From Nature

Arboriculture
Add Some Winter Green
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District Eight College Stipend

At the time of this publication of Figure Eight, it was still unknown
whether DEC camp will be held in 2022.  District Eight had submitted Alex
Friedman's name for the program in 2020 for the Federated Garden Clubs of
New York State DEC program for youths 11-17. He would be eligible to
attend if camp is held.

District Eight will continue to offer a $1,000 stipend/scholarship to a
graduating high school senior who will enter college in 2022. Applicants
must be planning to major in Agriculture, Botany, Conservation,
Environmental Science, Forestry, Horticulture, Land Management,
Landscape Design, Wildlife Science or a field related to these subjects.

DEC Environmental Education Camp Scholarship

In January, guidance counselors in Alleghany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,
Erie & Niagara counties received letters asking for their assistance in
informing students in their schools of this opportunity.Applications may be
downloaded from the District web site, www.gardenclubsofwny.com under
the scholarship tab.

Jody Bailey, Chair

Scholarship
Report

Let's have some fun with the children. We all can make a difference.

Directions:

The winter months of January, February and March seem long and cold.
Why not do some fun activities with the kids.  I remember growing a sweet
potato in a glass of water or putting the cut of tops of carrots or radishes in a
shallow dish of water on the windowsill with my mom.  Maybe even put
some radish greens in your salad. They are all great ideas for the children to
watch plants grow.

The website Kidsgardening.org has some great activities like seed ball
recipes and homemade “Chia” pets you can do with children. The
folllowing are the directions for the homemade “Chia” pets from the
website.

Materials:  Panty hose or knee highs, Potting soil, Grass seed, Craft
supplies like eyes, buttons & bows, Craft Glue

Fill the rest of the tube with potting soil and tie a knot at the other end.
Decorate with your craft supplies and glue. Be creative. Place pantyhose
sock in a shallow dish of water near a window. Check daily so it doesn't dry
out. In 3 to 5 days your “Chia” pet will start to grow hair.

Cut a 6-to-8-inch piece of panty hose. If not using the toe, tie a knot at the
end and turn inside out. Put 2 or 3 teaspoons full of grass seed unto
pantyhose tube.

Remember the seeds we sow today will become the flowers of tomorrow.

Dorothy Julius, Chair

Youth Report
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TIP of the HAT

with THANKS & APPRECIATION
From Annette Kuhn to :

Linda Blyth for compiling all the entries so we can enjoy getting our
district news from the Figure 8.
Nancy Kalieta for her ongoing direction and assistance while putting
together the Fall meeting and Luncheon
Monica Hanson and Debbie Braun for donating their FAIR salary to
District 8. What a great contribution.
Debbie Braun for managing the Fall Luncheon registration. Without
her how would we know where to sit or what to eat!
Carol-Jo Pope for taking all the pictures at the Meeting and Luncheon
for the Figure 8
Adrienne Pasquariello and Judy Cavagnaro and all the clubs who
decorated the TR Site for the holidays.
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by Debbie Braun and Monica Hansen, Fair Superintendents

We will be doing the fair sign-ups as we did them in 2021, by
email in April, 2022. More information on this will also be sent to
Club Presidents early next year.

If you have any questions/concerns, please contact Debbie Braun
at 716-462-3659 or dlfb2@msn.com (preferred).

It may be winter, but we have been busy working on the schedule
for the upcoming Erie County Fair Flower Show. The theme is
“Broadway Dreamin'”.  Shows that have been on Broadway will
be reflected in the class titles. We will have our popular classes
back with some fun new additions, including a Novice only class.
This class will be for exhibitors who are entering the fair for the
first time! Artistic Crafts will also be back as they were very
popular with our members and the general public.

We look forward to another fantastic Erie County Fair flower
show next August!

The outdoor fair gardens are offered to the clubs that did them last
year first, Lancaster GC, Hamburg GC, and Ken-Sheriton GC.
These clubs need to notify Debbie Braun at 716-462-3659 or
dlfb2@msn.com (preferred) if you would like to do a garden by
February 1

st
. We do have at least one opening for another garden.

Other clubs that are interested in doing a garden please notify
Debbie Braun at the contact information above.  Remember it is a
great fundraiser for your club with a minimum prize amount of
$700 up to $1000 if we have all four gardens filled.

The fair schedule information will be sent out to Club Presidents
and placed on the District website early next year. We will notify
club Presidents by email when it is on the website so they can
notify their members.
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FGCNYS Life Members
Jolaine Houghton, Chairman

Thank you for your help.

She can be reached at EMAIL: jolainehoughton1@yahoo.com or Tel#
(716) 432-3319.

Marilee Farry has stepped down as the Life Membership Chair and
Jolaine Houghton will be continuing Marilee's effort to update the Life
Member list. We are contacting club presidents to verify the members on
our list. Jolaine will be contacting you if we have not heard from you.

Life Members are a prestigious group of dedicated, fun-loving
enthusiasts who have demonstrated their commitment to the
Federated Garden Clubs of NYS by their contribution to the state
membership fund. The Life member fund supports and maintains
Federated Garden Clubs of NYS projects and goals. Such as
scholarships, awards & citations, horticulture, and design education
as well as conservation and landscape projects.

Cost $35

11:30am Arrival

More information will be coming

595 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, NY 14202

12:00noon Luncheon

To honor District 8 Life Members, we have scheduled this
luncheon. Save the date.

Life Membership Summer Luncheon

In the garden of the Twentieth Century Club

After lunch we can enjoy some of the “open gardens” of the
Allentown neighborhood and or enjoy the 97 year old TCC garden
and tour the 127 year-old club.

Thursday July 21 , 2022
st

DATE:TH
E

SAVE
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Ready for a
good read?

Levies of Devotion explores the lives of four youths coming of age
in Western New York amidst the backdrop of Vietnam and the
cultural upheaval of the 1960's…choices made at a tender age
sealing their collective destinies. Love and intimacy, courage and
family expectations forge paths riddled with loss and the living
reminders of loss.

Missing in action for over forty years, American GI Robert Clark's
remains are discovered on a hillside in Vietnam. While exhuming the
grave, the recovery team is surprised by a local woman in possession
of letters written by Clark. The letters threaten to expose closely held
secrets and renew bitter family rivalries. And the woman in
possession of the letters has a secret of her own.

Matt Taylor, our Figure 8 printer, has a self-
published book, … and it
looks like a winner!

Levies of Devotion

Meet Matt at the 8th District Spring Meeting
and Luncheon. He'll be on hand to sign a copy
for you or it is also available on Amazon
($14.99: ISBN number 978-1-7349064-1-7).
Matt has copies on his counter for $10 or he
can also send out book upon order.

Matt told Carol Jo that he always wanted to
write a book... (I guess there really is a book in all of us) ... anyway,
once he inherited Xoar Printing, he knew it was just a matter of time.
When asked who designed the front cover... he replied that he had.
OMG... of course he's a PRINTER!

The book is available on Amazon ($14.99); Matt has it on his
counter for $10; it is on order at OP library for its local author
collection, or Matt will sign a copy for you at the 8 District spring
meeting and luncheon.

th

Richly woven with the detail of period and place, Levies of
Devotion captures the emotion of first love, from seeds of desire
through the harvest of wisdom.

From the Editor’s
DESK

Linda
Blyth

by



During the District 8 Fall 
Mee ng and Luncheon, 
October 14, masks were  the 
required accessory. Eileen 
Carrier, District 8 Historian, 
models a Bluebird mask. 
Moving right: a collec on of 
District and State notables:  
Seated former 
FGNYS Presidents: 
Monica Hansen 
and  Phyllis Besch. 
Standing: L to R: 
Past District 
Directors: Nancy 
Kalieta, Marsha 
Becker, Debbie 
Braun, and 
incoming Anne e 
Kuhn. 
Above & Right:   One of the 
luncheon centerpieces, and a snap 
from the Installa on Ceremony. 

Centerpiece Left Access more pictures: https://www.gardenclub

We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put    
first chapter is: “January 2022”.                                   

adapted from: Edith Lovejoy Pierce, "January: On Op

In October,  members of the 
Youngstown G.C. were busy 
“pu ng beds to sleep”. In 
photo le : seated: Colleen Feth, 
and L to R: Peggy Nash and 
Nancy Southwood-Burns. 
Photo and ID submi ed by Rose 
Livingston.  
In November, the members of 
East Aurora Garden Club, 
collected items for Cornerstone Manor. Shown above:  Marty 
Mummery (L) and Delaney Connelly, Volunteer Coordinator at 
City Mission. Special thanks to Dorothy Romanczuk , District 8/ 
Coordinator Cornerstone Manor for sharing info with clubs.  
Photo and ID submi ed by Marty Mummery 

Centerpiece Left 



Centerpiece Right bsofwny.com/figure-eight 

   words on them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity and its 

pening Things — Snow-Blind," Meditations for Women, edited by Jean Beaven Abernethy, 1947  

Large Group photos pose a problem 
for the limited space in the 
Centerpiece sec ons of Figure 8, for 
purposes of ID… But the members of 
Evans Garden Club look so happy 
and proud to be sharing the results 
of their workshop that we will repeat 
the picture in the Supplement/
District 8 Website.  

Photo taken by workshop presenter: Emily Dutrik, Kwilos Farm. Submi ed by Miriam Oster 

Let the tour of the Teddy Roosevelt 
Inaugural Site begin. Guests are invited to 
wish upon a star,  “add your wish and hang it 
on the Wishing Tree” decorated by Hamburg 
Garden Club.  
Below: We caught up with members of 
Forest  Stream in the Morning Room. 
Gathered around the tree: Le : Joanne 
Puccio and Pa  Moren. Right of tree and L 
to R: Babbidean Huber, 
Nancy Trible, and 
Bonnie Bryk. 
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Erie I Melissa Marcus, Section Chair

Cinderella Isle GC Members will enjoy a soup supper at the
January meeting. The February meeting will feature a greeting card
workshop presented by Melissa Marcus. The cards will be made
using pressed flowers and other materials and the Sunshine
Committee will use them to send greetings to members. Marlene
Szuromi will present an origami box workshop at the March meeting.

Kenmore GC (Linda Blyth & Jolaine Houghton, Co-Presidents)
The January program will address clean air and soil in our area with a
speaker from the Clean Air Coalition. In February, club members will
view a PowerPoint presentation on plants available at our annual
plant sale to be held in May. March bring the installation of new
officers with a luncheon at the Hideaway Grille.
GC of the Tonawandas (Cathi Ullenbruch, President) In January
our members will hold a business meeting to discuss future projects
and activities for the rest of the year. One of our newest members,
Natalie Bolyard, will present information about a community garden
in the city of Tonawanda.  In February the members will  make
therapy pillows to be given to patients undergoing cancer treatment.
We hope to have our annual banquet in March. All of the members
are looking forward to this gathering!

East Park CG (President Rose Mary Madejski) Congratulations to
the Club for being awarded 1 place in the FGCNYS yearbook
competition. The Club decorated the TR Site for Victorian Christmas.
Centerpieces were made for Missions Community of Niagara. The
January meeting will be a planning session for the New Year.
Members will suggest program ideas and volunteer to host meetings.

st

Erie II

Ken-Sheriton GC (Therese Malchiore, President) We will not meet
in January. Time will be spent viewing Seed Catalogs and

Club activities for January, February, March 2022
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preparing for the 2022 growing season. Look for Ken-Sheriton's
display at the Kenilworth Library during the month of January.
February will be a Winter Sowing Workshop held at St. Mark
Lutheran Church. The goal is to start perennial plants for our
gardening projects throughout 2022. The March meeting will be
used to finalize plans for 2022, and will be held at St. Marks,
Covid permitting.

Erie III Dorothy Romanczuk, Section Chair

Eden Garden Study (Co-President Sue Eye & Marlene Sullivan)
Meeting:  2nd Thursday - 7:00 p.m. January 13 - executive board
meeting to start planning for next year.  February 17 - Medicinal
plants for Home Gardens by Sarah Sorci, Sweet Flag Herbs.  March
10 - executive board meeting to finalize plans for next year.

Hamburg GC (Co-Presidents Paula Gober & Debbie Adams)
In January, Turnbull Nursery's

owner and top landscape designer, Kim Turnbull, will give us ideas
of what to plant to attract birds, butterflies and wildlife to our yard
She will also tell us about bare root plants. February's Membership
Tea will enlighten us about roses as a “Symbol of Love” when
President Debbie Adams gives us the origin. “Designing
Containers” program for March will feature Jen Weber of Weber
Farms with the latest on pots for all seasons.

.

Meeting 2nd Wednesday10 a.m.

Erie IV Shelly Gerovac, Section Chair

Hamburg House & Garden (President Sue Van Tine) Meets 4th
Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. January and February will find members
browsing through their plant catalogues for ideas this coming
spring. March will be a Chinese auction and bingo get-together.

Evans GC (President Miriam Oster)
The club will not have meetings in January or February.  March will
be the annual General Meeting with additional details to be
announced closer to the date.

Meeting 2 Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.
nd

Smallwood GC (President Kathy Humphrey) It has been a delight
to experience each other at our in-person meetings! We are grateful
to our presenters for enhancing our window boxes, teaching us to
pamper our houseplants, and walking us through the 2021
Philadelphia Flower Show! We thank our own Dianne Sippel for
her invitation to share a holiday meal and festivities at the 20
Century Club. Her gracious sponsorship welcomes us to the
grandeur of a garden planted so long ago, holding dear the efforts of
women whose voices echo in their labor of love. We will ring in the

th

continues on next page

Around the District, continued from previous page



Our January meeting will be a collective of member photos of our own
gardens or gardens visited in 2021.  February we will have our annual
installation of officers at My Tomato Pie  In March, we look forward
to hearing a speaker from Wild Birds Unlimited. We are also planning
for our biannual Fashion Show and Luncheon that will occur in
March, 2022.  More information will be available in the next issue of
Figure Eight.

New Year thinking garden thoughts, and then meet in time for a
Valentine's Day celebration of our club flower, the Rose!

Forest Stream GC (Sue Goeckel & Liza Mitchell, Co-Presidents)

Cheektowaga GC (Cindy Zaborowski and Eileen Beiter, Co-
Presidents) In January, we don't have a meeting.  February is the club's
birthday, so programs for the year will be discussed and a birthday cake
will be shared.
Amherst GC (President Eleanor Wolford) January will be our annual
meeting and election of officers followed by homemade soups for lunch
after the meeting. Our guest speaker for February's meeting will be
Carol Ann Harlos. The subject will be downsizing our gardens. Our
installation of officers takes place at our March meeting.

Bowmansville GC (Exec. Board: Adrienne Pasquariello, Judy Visco &
Mary Montoro Biondo) No meeting in January. Members will celebrate
Souper Monday, the day after the Super Bowl, by bringing in various
soups to be sampled by club members. This annual event with the club
starts off the New Year and informs members of the upcoming
programs. The March program has not yet been determined.
Lancaster GC (Milissa Jurewicz, President) 2022 marks the 90th
anniversary of the club! During the month of January, the officers will
be planning the Calendar of Events for the year, as well as a few
celebrations to commentate and honor the club's history. No meeting in
January. In February, members will participate in a hands-on art project
called “sun catchers”, just in time for Valentine's Day. In March,
members will bring a place setting with a coordinating floral design.
The basic principles of table setting, as well as unique ideas of spring
themes, will be discussed. If Covid protocols permit, members will
enjoy a light potluck supper. All meetings are held at St. John's
Lutheran Church, 55 Pleasant Ave. at 7 pm on the second Wednesday of
the month. Visit FB, Twitter, Instagram or the LGC Website for more
information. New members welcome.

Erie V Carol Ottaviani, Section Chair

South Town Gardeners (President, Linda Meissner) We wish
everyone a Happy New Year with many blessings. The board of officers

continues on next page
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Holland GC (Tammy Schmidt, President) January - Our May Flower
Show will be outlined and some of the designs will be demonstrated.
February - We will make a wreath using fresh and dried plant material.
March - This will be our Installation Lunch at the Holland Willows.

Town & Country GC (Joy Sarkesian, President) The January meeting
will consist of planning for the coming garden club year. During the
month of February, members will get their orders ready for Henry's
Nursery in Eden. Club member Maria Gerbracht will present a program
on trees in March.

Erie VI Esther Kopp, Section Chair

Amana GC (Janice Frasier, President) January - no regular meeting,
only the executive board will meet. February - election of new officers
and discussions covering the program schedule for the new year.  March
will be installation of officers with program yet to be determined.

will meet in January to plan for the new year. After the business meeting
in February, members will come together at the West Seneca
Community Center to enjoy the topic of “Orchids” by Donna Lipowicz.
In March, “Butterflies" will be the topic following the business meeting.
Guests are welcome.

Countryside GC (LuAnn Burghardt, President) we are pretty much
back to our regular routine of meetings. We don't meet in January
and February because so many of our members are out of town for
the winter months. In March we will make our annual visit to the
Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens and enjoy lunch at a
local restaurant.
East Aurora GC (Lorene Britton, President) January - no regular
meeting. February - the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” a
PowerPoint presentation by Madeline Matthews from Modern Disposal
Services, will include examples of: How the process works; What is
Single stream recycling; What are best items to recycle; What is not
recyclable; Where do those items go. March - Annual Potluck Salad
Luncheon and Installation of officers

Program, “

Orchard Park GC (Ellie Foster, President) January Floral Design
“Fun with Fruits and Vegetables”. Presenter Carole Melnik, Florist and
owner of Snails Place in Elma NY. Carole will create an arrangement
using fruits and vegetables. February - “Planning our Summer
Gardens”. Presenter Mary Brummer, NGC Accredited Life Flower
Show Judge shares her passion for Horticulture. We will learn about
cold frame seed starting and other methods of propagation.

-

continues on next page
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2
nd

place East Park Garden Club

2
nd

place – Hamburg Garden Club

East Park Garden Club place1
st

District Awards:

Class IV (45-69 members)
Hamburg Garden Club place1

st

NY State Awards:

Kenmore Garden Club place2
nd

Class I

Class I (1-19 members)

Class IV

Niagara I Barbara Stafford, Section Chair

Lewiston GC (President Sharon Low) Programs for the January and
February meetings are under development at this writing. In March the
club will hold its annual installation of officers. During the winter
months committees will begin planning for May's Perennial Sale and
June's GardenFest.

Youngstown GC (President Joan Gillespie)

Chautauqua Marcia Becker, Section Chair

January's meeting will be
devoted to planning programs and committees for the 2022-2023
calendar year. In February the club will be hold their third annual
Evergreen fundraiser and auction. Guests will decorate a clay pot and
fill it with a houseplant. March brings the club's annual dinner and
installation of officers, venue to be announced.

Bud 'n Bloom GC (Judith Wilcox, Co-President) no report
Fredonia GC (Beverly Smith, President) no report
Jamestown GC (Patty Idzik, President) no report

February 24 - we will install new officers. March - program is not yet
scheduled.

th

Yearbooks
Kathy Massing, Chair

Around the District, continued from previous page
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January 10-13 Garden Study Course 4/Buffalo ZOOM

February 1-4 Environmental Course 3/Buffalo ZOOM

February 5 Send in reports for Winter Board Meeting

February 10 District VIII Winter Board ZOOM Meeting

April 26-29 Environmental Course 4/Buffalo ZOOM

is in this issue

welcome)

March 17-20 PLANTASIA “REFLECTIONS” schedule

March 16 PLANTASIA entry date

March 31 Deadline for reservation for April luncheon

April 21 District VIII Spring meeting/Luncheon

May 17-20 NGC Annual Convention, Orlando, FL. (all members

Calendar of Events

Please send your report to Annette Kuhn (akuhn43@yahoo.com) and
Dorothy Romanczuk (droman13@verizon.net) no later than 5 days

before the meeting (by Saturday; February 5 , 2022).
th

Winter District VIII
Board Meeting

Thursday February 10th, 2022
The winter board meeting will be a ZOOM meeting, starting at 10am,

February 10 , 2022.
th

The meeting will be followed with a presentation on the new NGC Floral
designs, presented by Mary Brummer.
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Judges Council will sponsor a Standard Flower
Show PLANTASIA 2022

Notice to all 8 District Garden Club Members!!!
th

Held in the Event Center, Hamburg Fairgrounds
Entry day March 16, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. – noon

Show Chairman: Evelyn Mietlowski (716) 836-5397
EMAIL: evelyn523@gmail.com

Co-Chairman: Kathy Massing (716) 689-2084
EMAIL: kathysgarden155@gmail.com

Design Chairman: Kathy Massing (716) 689-2084
Contact the Design Chairman if you want to make a reservation for a

design, or if you need more information.

DIVISION I: HORTICULTUR “Reflections of Nature”E

“Reflections”

Class 5: Any Other foliage plants

Eligible for Growers' Choice Award

Class 10: Any Other flowering plant

Any forced flowering branch, 1 branchClass 16:

Cut branch, maximum length 30” from cut end to tip.

Saintpaulia, African Violet, small & miniature sizesClass 8:

Class 14: Any other needled evergreen, 1 branch

Section C: “Forest Wonders” Eligible for Arboreal Award

Juniperus, Juniper, 1 branchClass 11:

Class 1: Begonia

Picea, Spruce, 1 branchClass 12:

PhilodendronClass 3:

Pinus, Pine, 1 branchClass 13:

OrchidClass 6:

Class 4: Any succulent other than Cactus

Any other broadleaf evergreen, 1 branchClass 15:

CactusClass 2:

Plants grown primarily for flowers and must be in bloom. Maximum
diameter of container 12”.

Plants grown for foliage. Maximum diameter of container 12”

Section B: “Flowering Delights”

Eligible for Growers Choice Award

Eligible for the Award of Horticultural Excellence

Section A: “ ”Backward Glance

Class 7: Saintpaulia, African Violet, standard size

Any other Gesneriad (Gloxinia,Class 9: Streptocarpus, etc.)

Note: Classes 15 & 16 will be exhibited in committee provided
bottles. All others will be exhibited vertically on a white lattice panel.
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Eligible for the Design Excellence Award
Note: All Designs must be composed of fresh and/or dried or treated
dried plant material and other components.

Section A: “Past Holidays”

DIVISION II:  DESIGN “Remembered Pleasures”

Eligible for Designer's Choice Award
Class 1: “Poignant Images”

A Line-Mass Design staged on a white-skirted table 30” high; space
allowed 22” wide by 24” deep. Exhibitor to provide a staging panel
and an underlay. 4 reservations

Class 5: “Tiny Bits of Yesterday”
4 reservations

A Petite Design that must approach, but not exceed 12” in height.
Staged on a black-covered riser 12” high, in front of a black
background.  Space allowed is 11” wide by 11” deep. Exhibitor may
provide an underlay, but it may not extend beyond the allotted width
or depth. 4 reservations

Note: All classes in this Section will be staged on a white-skirted
table with a black cover and black background. Table is 30” high. THE

DESIGNER HAS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TRADITIONAL OR CREATIVE

STYLE

A Petite Design that must approach but not exceed 8” in height.
Staged on a Committee-provided clear acrylic stand 5” wide by 4”
deep by 4” high, with the 5” side facing forward, in front of a black
background.  Exhibitor may provide an underlay but it may not
extend beyond the edge of the stand. 4 reservations

Class: 4: “Awakenings”

A Spatial Thrust Creative Design staged on a white skirted table
30“high; space allowed 22” wide by 24” deep, Exhibitor to provide a
staging panel and an underlay. 4 reservations

Class 3: “Happy Thoughts”

Class 2: “Enjoying Memories”
A Functional Tray for One Table Design with decorative unit. THE

DESIGNER HAS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TRADITIONAL OR CREATIVE

STYLE. Design staged on a white skirted table 30” high. Exhibitor to
provide the tray. Space allowed is 22” wide by 24” deep.

Section B: “Treasured Memories” Eligible for the Petite Award

Class 6: “Repeat Pleasures”

4 reservations

A Petite Design that must approach but not exceed 5” in height, width
and depth.  Staged on a table with Committee-provided clear plastic
platforms, 8 ½” diameter; 2 platforms are 12” high, and 2 are 15”
high in front of a black background.  Exhibitor may provide an
underlay but it may not extend beyond the edge of the platform.
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We specialize in Foliage, Herbs and Cacti

Azaleas, Tulips, Mums,
Lilies, Hyacinths & many

more �owering plants
for Easter

Open Year Round

2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca (Gardenville), NY 14224

(716) 822-9298

When you can’t be there in person, Mischler’s delivers.
Like us on

Facebook
for our latest updates.

118 South Forest Road, Williamsville, NY 14221  716.632.1290

OVER 100 VARIETIES OF

Succulents        Terrarium Plants
Houseplants - Bonsai

 mischlersflorist.com 

Remember Your Valentine
February 14th

Remember Your Valentine
February 14th

Page 24

Quality floral products, creative
designs, friendly and 

personalized customer service
These are the trade marks of

 our business
Since 1980

2195 Kensington Ave.
Snyder, NY

In the Snyder Court Plaza
716-839-2033

flowers from...

www. t r i l l i umf l o ra l . c om



Meeting was called to order at 10:10 am byAnnette Kuhn, District Director.

The Pledge ofAllegiance was led by Cindy Miranda.
Annette Kuhn, Director introduced Former State Presidents and District
Directors Monica Hansen, Debbie Braun, Nancy Kalieta, and Marsha Becker.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Recording Secretary - ,Marty Mummery acting recording secretary, asked
for corrections to the July 8 minutes printed in the Figure 8. There being none,
the minutes will stand approved as distributed.

Treasurer - Debbie Adams gave the financial report. There being no changes,
the report was filed for audit.

Third Assistant Director - Cindy Miranda noted that there are ballots on
each table to vote for the favorite centerpiece.

Introduction of Section Chairmen:

The Blessing was given by Marcia Becker, who called for a moment of silence to
honor the memory of Grace Lucas, Director.

Corresponding Secretary - Marty Mummery asked Club Presidents to forward
requested emails promptly. Also, to let her know of any address changes.

Miriam Oster asked Section chairmen to introduce themselves and any club
members present and to give a brief report on section activities. Section chairs
presenting reports were:
Chautauqua I. Marcia Becker
Erie I. Melissa Marcus
Erie IV. A report was given on Shelly Geravac's behalf.

We are sponsoring Course 3 Zoom meeting
scheduled for November 16-19. Contact Anne Dyet (annedyet@gmail.com) or
the NGC website for registration.

NGC Gardening School

Awards: Judges Council and Flower Show: submitted by Melissa Marcus

Winner of Award of Horticultural Excellence: Mary Brummer

It is hoped to resume in 2022 with workshops in Basic
Flower Design and Creative Floral Design. Registration will be in the Figure 8
and on the District 8 website.

Floral Arts Studio

The Judges Council met with both Zoom and in-person meetings throughout
2021. After 18 months, it was refreshing to view horticulture and design in
real life.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Plantasia Show “Reflections” will take place March 17-20 at the Erie County
Fairgrounds Event Center. We will sponsor a flower show open to District 8
members.Schedule will be found in the January Figure 8.

Erie VI. Esther Kopp

Winner of Award of Design Excellence: Melissa Marcus

Judges Council: submitted by Mary Brummer. Read by Annette Kuhn

MINUTES OF FGCNYS DISTRICT 8 MEETING
Thursday, October 14, 2021

The Columns Banquet Facility

January - March 2022 www.gardenclubsofwny.com

continues on next page
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Due to the disease affecting songbirds this past summer, you are encouraged to
remove all feeders and wash with soap and water and a 10% solution of
Clorox. Dispose of any dead birds in a plastic bag and place in trash.

Figure 8: submitted by Linda Blyth.

A Life Membership Luncheon is scheduled for Thursday, November 11, 2021
at the Twentieth Century Club, 595 Delaware Ave., Buffalo. New life members
will be introduced in a special ceremony.

We are already planning next year's show. Information to follow in the winter
Figure 8.

Scholarship: submitted by Jody Bailey. Read by Annette Kuhn

Cost is $35.00. Send reservations and checks to Marilee Farry, 103 Towers
Blvd. Cheektowaga NY. 14227. Phone: 716-668-1789.

FGCNYS District 8 Life Membership: submitted by Marilee Farry.

Photography and Lay out: Carol Jo Pope.

NYS has suspended its Youth Camps this summer. If camps return for 2022,
information will appear in a future Figure 8.

The deadline for the winter issue of December 1 .  Please abide by this
timeline to assure timely publication. Honor Roll inclusion is November 26.
Contact Terry Skura.

st

Monica Hansen, Nancy Kalieta and I would like to thank everyone who
entered or worked at the Erie County Fair Flower Show this year. We had
beautiful designs and wonderful displays of horticulture.

Birds and Butterflies: submitted by Marilee Farry.

Remember to use proper identification for all photos. Think “Who, What,
Why, When and Where”.

There were 26 applicants for this year's $1000 college stipend. The judging
panel chose Logan Fournier, a Wilson High School senior. He plans to attend
SUNY Morrisville and major in Horticulture/Plant Science.

Erie County Fair Flower Show: submitted by Debbie Braun.

Fall migration has begun with sightings of raptors, eagles, vultures and
starlings.

This chairman also accepts applications for FCGNYS Flower Show awards as
listed in the FGCNYS Award Manual which is on the FGCNYS website at
https://www.fgcnys.com under Awards information. The application for these
awards must reach this district chairman by November 1st so that they can be
sent to the FGCNYS chairman by the deadline.
Any member or Club that is eligible to apply for these awards is encouraged
do so. It is very easy to apply for these awards on the computer sending
pictures via a cell phone.

This Chairman will accept electronic applications for Judges Council awards
as listed in the 8 District Award Manual on the District website
https://www.gardenclubsofwny.com under the heading Awards/Grants. The
deadline for these awards is December 31st and should be sent to
mliss2@msn.com

th

continues on next page
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When you receive an email from Marty Mummery, our Corresponding
Secretary, please send it on to your members.  Communication is key
to a well-informed organization.

Check out your club’s link from District 8 website.  Some have events
and activities that are long gone.

When possible, please support the great businesses that purchase ads
in the Figure 8. They help to defray our cost.

CHECKLIST FOR PRESIDENTS

2   Place Kenmore
nd

T.R. Site Christmas: submitted by Judy Cavagnaro.

Lunch will not be served this year due to COVID restrictions.

The T.R. Site is marking 50 years since it opened. To celebrate this milestone,
Stars of Gold will be used as this year's theme. All designs/exhibits should be
created using fresh greens. This year's colors are gold, emerald green and rose
pink. Designs should contain fresh or dried plant material. Dried materials
may be treated. Set up will take place Monday and Tuesday November 29 and
30, between 9:30-4:30.

Designs/exhibits must be dismantled no later than Tuesday, January 4. (details
to follow).

Honor Roll requests must be sent to Terry by the end of November.
Honor Roll and Grants: Given by Terry Skura

The Grants deadline is December 31, 2021.
Presentation of Awards:
The following Awards were presented by Kathy Massing.
Yearbook
District 8.

Class 4. 1 Place Hamburg
st

Class 1. 1 Place. East Park
st

State
Class 1. 2   Place East Park

nd

Class 4. 2   Place Hamburg
nd

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marty Mummery, Acting Recording Secretary

Minutes, continued from previous pageMinutes, continued from previous page
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